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PREFACE 
HE DISSENTING Cauſe be= 

ing in a great meaſure deſerted in 
Point of Argument , 'is now merely 
upheld by Artifice , and what. it. wants of Rea- 
fon and Truth, us ſupplied by Subtilty and Cun- 
ming. And becanſe the Diſcovery hereof may 
help to Wndeceive and open the Eyes of ſome 
well-meaning, but unwary People, it may not be 
altogether an unprofitable Task, to lay open theſe 
Devices, that they may the better fo how they 
are gulPd, and be the more aware of the Im- 
poſt ure. | 

Truth (we now ) is willing to be ſeen with 
open Face,, and hath that Native Beauty and 
Luſtre, that needs no Paint or Varniſh to re- 
commend it :. But Error bath ſo foul and ugly 
a Complexion, that makes\it need and covet 4a 
Vizor to hide its Deformity, and can only be 
ſet forth by Falſe. and Artificial Colours, We * 
read of ſome 'mens Works, that they cannot. 
bear the Light, aud therefore come not. to it, 
leſt their deeds ſhould be reproved :_ Such jg, 2.25, 
as theſe do but att a Part in Religion ;- and 


/ 


# only play the Zealous and Devont,;, and are 


indeed to be ſbum'd and deteſted of all Men, 
"A 4 as 


- 


(it) 
as the wor$t of Impoſtors ; for they at once 
mock God, and deceive the People, and profti- . 
eute the BeSt Things to the wort and wileft 
Purpoſes. | I 
: And that 'too many ſuch there are, our un- | 
happy Age can ſadly teſtifie : For may we not 
daily fee the Sons of Craft atting under va- 
7104s. Diſeniſes, and wheedling the People with 
their Pious Frauds ? Do they not work upon 
the Weakneſs of ſome, the Wilfulneſs of others, 
and the Diſcontents of all, to ſerve their own 
End3 upon them ? And like Spiritual Mounte= 
banks, cry up ther Infallible Hedicines for the 
Cure 'of Souls,, merely to draw in and deceive 
the urthinking Multitude. They are ſufficient 
ly acquainted both with the Ignorance and the 
Headzneſs of the Vulgar, and apply themſelves 
to” them accordingly ;; following that known Rule, 
Si populus. vult. decipi , decipiatur. With 
this untemper'd Mortar do the Architefts of 
Schiſm build their Babel, laying Hay and Stub- 
ble upon the Foundation of Chriſtianity, which 
they at the ſane time windermine by their en, 
Hlollowneſs. and Hypocriſie. P 
Our Bleſſed Saviour forewarhed. his Followers 
of ſuch falſe Teachers , that ſhould come to 
_  Mat-9.15, them 1n- ſheeps cloathing,,. that #, with ſoft 
and ſmooth -Pretences , but inwardly were va« 
vening wolves, dividing the Flock, that they . 
may the more eaſily devour them, and making 1 
a Prey of them whom they pretend to feed. 
Theſe he afterward - deſcrib'd y their divided 
Matt. 24, Dialett, one ſaying, Lo, here is Chriſt, and 
23, 26, another , there. And when things come Fes 
h | #118 


( 1 
this paſs, that one ſaith , Behold , he is in 
the field 3 another, he is in the ſecret cham- 
bers ;, 4 third, in the Conventicle ;, *tis time 
to hearken to our Saviour's Advice, Believe : 
them not, and go not after them. « 
The Apoſtle likewiſe foretold of ſuch Sedu- 
cers, that would ariſe in the latter days, a. 20, 
{peaking perverſe things, to draw diſciples 2g, 30, 
after them : Deſcribing them. ſometimes by 
their deſpiſing dominions, and"Tpeakingevil juge, v. $, 
of dignities: Ar other times more plainly 2 Tim. 3. 
'* pointing at them, by their creeping into hou- 6- 
ſes, and leading captive filly women laden 
with divers luſts ;. thus begniling the Weaker 
Sex, who being lead more their Paſſions 
than Reaſon, are more eaſily ſeduc'd by them.” 
Aid therefore we are exhorted, To mark Rom, 16; . 
them that cauſe diviſions, and avoid them ; 17. 
for they ferve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
but their own belly, and with good words 
and fair ſpeeches deceive the. hearts of the 
ſimple. | pO9LY 
. And as Chriſt and his Apoſiles have thus 
forewarned us of falſe Teachers, mho by their 
ſubtle, Inſenuations would ( if it were poſſible ) 
deceive the very ele&t; fo have they forerold 
the Giddineſs and Inſtability of. ſome among the 
People , who would hearken too much to their 
falſe Inſiuations, -and be eaſily deluded by them. 
Theſe are deſcribed by their Unwillingneſs to 
hear and endure ſound dodtrine, ard heap-.i Tim. 4- 
ing to themſelves teachers, having itching 3: 
ears; by which means they would turn from 
the truth, and be turned yato Fables. jw: 
| | | theſe 


ALA 
theſe Prediftions are ,unhappily) fulfilled in onr 
Days, which affords too many fad Inſtances. 
both of the cunning Craftineſs of ſome who 

lie in wait to deceive, and the too great Ea- 
ſineſs and Willingneſs of others to: be deceived 
by them. 
: So that we are certainly fallen into thoſe peri- 
| lous Times, in which the Apoſile foretold, that 
2 Tim. 3. men ſhould be lovers of themſelves, tray- 
1, 2, &tors, heady, high-minded, lovers of plea- 
ſures more than lovers of God ; having a 
form of Godlineſs, but denying the power 
thereof ; of whom he wills all wiſe men to be- 
ware, and to turn from them. 
Indeed there hath been no Age ſince the A-" 
poſiles , wholly free from Schifaricks and Im- 
pejiors;, but perhaps none ever afforded ſuch 
Swarms of them, as our unhappy days, in which, 
like the Flies of Egypt, they are ſtill buzzing 
#n. the ears of the people, and like the Frogs 
croaking in all corners of the Land. 
It will not therefore be amiſs, to expoſe to 
Publick View the Fraud3 and Fallacies of falſe 
Teachers, to lay open the Evil and Danger of 
[ them, that if we cannot wholly cure the Schiſm, 
E \ we may preſerve as many as poſſible from the 
Contagion of it. vs x 
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S 1'R4s | 
Remember my Promiſe of giving 
you fome account of the Artih- 
\ ces of Diſſenters to ſupport their 
Schiſm : And though this Mytte- 
_ ry of Iniquity hath ſome depths 
ahd- intriegues that are out of the 
reach of a vulgar eye; yet there are 
other Devices that lie- more open, and 
may be eaſily difcern'd by an ordinary 
Obſerver. 


And here the 
Firſt thing that occurs to our view, is 
their great zeal and diligence in making 


* Profelytes; in which they imitate, if 


not outdo, the zeal of the Phariſees, 


' who compaſs ſea and land to make a pro- 


ſelyte. 


% 


This unwearied diligence of the Pha- 7 


riſees , is rethark'd by our Saviour 


as an inſtance of their Hypocriſy. 


B And 


LETTER 1 


Matt. 47. 
IF, 


f 


W 4 


3 
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And the Jewiſh Writers tell us how 
they uſed their utmoſt endeavours 1n 
hunting after Profelytes, not for their 
good, but their own gain ; that they 
might-ſome_ way or other drain their 
Purics after they had drawn them into 


_ their Sect: They ſpared no pains 


among all ſorts of perſons, but eſpeci- 
2liy among the Richer Widows, whom 
by their ſubtle attraCtives they deſpoil'd 
of a great part of their Subſtance : The 
Scripture hath recorded of themy That 
they devoured widows houſes, by their 
long Prayers; which they made to 
ſerve as a long Grace to hallow and 
ſanCtify their Duke" In a word, 
they fiſh'd for Proſelytes every where, 
and made a prey of all thar they drew 
into their Net. And herein they are 
equall'd, if not exceeded by our Difſent- 
ing Brethren; the art and induftry uſed 
by them to this purpoſe, being too well 
known to need any proof. 
The chief things to be remark'd un- 
ger this Head, are, - : 
. 1/7, The Perſons of whom theſe 
Projelytes coafift. 24/y, Whence they 
are gathered 5 And zdly, What they 
are Proſelyted to. 


For 


64: 


For the Parties on whom this Gariie 

is plaid : They are not any Perſons of 
_ Education and Parts,- who can ſee 
through the diſguiſe, and diſcover the 
Impoſture ; bit the weak and illiterate 
Vulgar ; whoſe want of Judgment 
renders them the more eaſy and lizble to 
ſeduQion. * 

And here their gteat buſineſs is to 
flatter and humour the common People; 
who arethe ſole Props and Members of 
the Conventicle ; being feartul and 
teader of diſpleaſing them; left they 
ſhould fly off, and Dag on fall with 
them ; and therefore we are told by a 
' wiſe Obſerver of their ways; That the 
People are moſt truly the Guides, and 
that the Paſtors muſt follow them 
whom they pretend to ConduQt ; whicti 
ſhews them to be rather Men- 'pleafers - 
thaii the Servants of God. _ 

But whence are thefe Proſelytes 
taken? Why, out of the Parochial 
Eſtabliſhed Churches for. they can be 
taken no where elſe ; and we all know 
that the Conventicle is made up of a 
few ſtraggling Sheep gathered out of 
other Flocks, and drawn from the true 
Fold of the Catholick Church. 


R z Now 


Cs) 


Now theſe Parochial Churches,  be- 
nz by the Diflenters, themſelves ac- 
Be Miory to be true Churches of 
Chriſt ; this can be no other than ga 
thering Churches out of Churches ; a 
thing ſeverely Condemn'd by the Puri. 
-tans of old, in the Browniſts; and by the 
Presbyterians of late, in rhe Indepen- 
dents, and other SeQaries. If you will 
peruſe the Presbyterian Writings, and 
pirticularly the Jus Divinum Reriminis 
Eccleſuaſt ici, the exaQeſt Book that hath 
been written by them, © Tow will find 
*« this prattice of gathering Churches out 
© of Churches, and ſetting up ſeparate 
« Meetings againſt an Eſtabliſhed Church, 
" bitterly inveigh'd againſt as the Mother 
| © of Confuſion, the Nurſe of Schiſm , 
« «nd the Step mother.of Edification, : 
How comes the caſe then to be thus 
alter'd, That gathering Churches out 
of Churches , which was formerly a 
| heinous Crime, ſhould now become not 
only a harmleſs thing, but a neceſfary 
Duty ? And what was ſo fiercely diſpu- 
ted againſt as a grievous Faftion ſhould 
now be ſo earneſtly contended for, as 
if it were the faith onze delivered to the 
ſaints? Whar is it that hath made this 
change? Is Vice of a fudden turn'd in-. 
to 


N28. 
to Virtue ? Or hath the Mother of Con- 
fuſion chang'd the Breed, and brought 
forth a purer way of Worſhi p and De- 
votion? No ; the Myſtery of it is, 'T hat 
the Presbyterians upon the difſolution of 


the Government, which they had in a_ 


great meaſure occalion'd,, fed them- 
iclves with hopes of being uppermoſt , 

and laboured hard to bring the ocher 
3eQts, that grew up under them, .to the 
lure of cheir Diſcipline; and then ſetting 
up Altar again(t Altar, and gathering 
Churches out of Churches, were. vile 
and abominable things ; but finding 
themſelves oppos'd, and indeed over- 
topd by the Independents, and by the 
Ro-eſtabliſhment of the Church upon 
its ancient Foundation, utterly defeated 
of all their hopes, they began then to 
play. the ſame game, and left they 


ſhould be left in the lurch, fell a Sather” 


ing Diſciples as faſt as the other Secta» 


ries. And then all theic own Argy- 


ments taken from Peace and Unity, 


which were very ſtrong. whilſt” rhey . 


made for Them, of a ſudden loſt all their 
force when they were turaed againſt 


them. . Moſt rare and Wel-grognley 


Divinity ! 


(6) 


But what 1s it that theſe Induftriqus 


Men ſeek to make Profelytes to? Is it 


to the embracing of Chriſtianity , or 
the praftice of real Piety and Virtue? 
No; this were a very charitable and _ 
commendable Zeal indeed ; but 'tis to a 
Party, a Faction ; to a Schiſin, or Se- 
paration from a true Church , which 
they themſelves have branded for the 


| fink of Error, and the inlet of all Con- 


, 


fuſion. So that if the People would 
but open their Eyes, they might eaſily 
{ce their Leaders ating agaiaſt their | 
own. Principles, and might condemn 
them out of their own mouths. | 

But what is the end or deſign of this 
greaz diligence in making Proſelytes? 
Why, the plzin deſign of it is the 
weakening the eſtabliſhed Church by 
drawing the Members from it; the 
ſtrengthning theirown Party by adding _ 

Followers to it, and by degrees under- 
mining the Government in Church and 
State, tO draw the Powet and Intereſt of 
both into their own hands. Great and 
noble deſigns indeed ! not for the pub- 
lick Good, but their own private Inte- 
reſt and Ambition. And yet theſe ap- 
parently lic at the bottom of theſe endea- 
VAurs. : | 


Now 


es 


C73; 


Now this will lead us to conſider the 


evil and danger of ſuch PraCtices, . and 
tnat as wel] ro the Parties Proſelyted, as 
thoſe that Proſelyte them. | 
St. Paul (ſharply rcbuked this wa 
. of Profelyting, or Party-taking among 
the Corinthians, though they made 
ſome of the Apoſtles, yea , Chrilt 
himſelf to be one of the Heads. of the 
Party ; While one faith, I am of Paul, 


another I am of Apollos, another 1 am of 


Cephas, another 1 am of Chriſt ; ar? ye 
wot carnal, and walk as men? Yes, as the 
worſt fort of men; for ye divide 


Kingdoms, rend Churches, and tear in . 


pieces the very Body of Chriſt. 

Our Bleſied Saviour was fo far from 
commending the Zeal of the Phariſees 
in making Proſzliytes to their Se, that 
he pronounc'd a Woe againſt chem for 
it ; and withal. told them, That they 


made them #woſold mare the childrin of 


bell than themſelves. And Joſ:phas tells 
. us, that _the Diſciples outdid their 
Maſters ; for they not only became 
worſe than they were before, but ex- 
ceeded the Phariſees themſelves in their 
Hypocriſy and Uabelief. The Imita- 


tion outwent the Original, and the 


Diſciples encouraged by their DoQrine 
B 4 and 


Matt. 23. 


I 5, 


Fg 
_ and Example, became much” more the 
children of Wrath and Diſobedience 
than they were before. 

And hath it not happen'd thus with 
many of the Diſſenters Diſciples, who 
Iike apt Scholars have outgone their 
Maſters? For when they had drawn 
them from the Church, ' Have not others 
| Rarted up who have drawn them from 
their Conventicles ? Are not the ſeveral 
Heads of the FaQtion tugging hard to 
draw Diſciples from one another? And 
muſt nat the People be mightily Edified 
(think you) to be thus drawn about as 
with a Cart-rope; and led from one 
Set to another by the Cordsof Vanity ? 
Yea, Have not ſome by this means been 
drawn ioto Atheiſm and Infidelity ; and 
while the contending Parties have been 
_ Ariving for Proſelytes, have not many 
loſt all their Religion in the ſcuffile ? 
This is too well known by woful expe- 

rience, So that theſe cannot be term'd 
Proſelytes of Righteouſneſs ; ; nor are 
they initiated into a Myſtery of Godli- 
_ neſs, but Jniquity , being drawn into 
a Schiſm ; - which if wiltully perſiſted 
in, muſt cut them off from the Body of 
Chriſt, ,and not only deprive them of 
the Fellowſbip of the Chriſtian Church - 
| here, 


La) 


here, but for ever exclude them from the 
Community of the Saints hereafter ? 

. Neither doth the danger hereof affect 
only the Perſons ſeduced by them, but 
hath a-malign influence upon a whole 
Church and Kingdom, and 1s a publick 
as well as a private Miſchiet; for every 
one that is drawn into a Party, is in ef- 
fed lifted againſt the Government ; 
and he that is Proſelyted to a. Sect, does 
thereby become an Enemy to the Peace 
and welfare of his Country : For ſuch 
as theſe draw from che Church to ſup- 
port a Combination againſt it, and fo 

weaken-the whole by ſtrengthening a 
- |= Party. 

L..- You know ir muſt po ill with the 
Body, when the Blood and Spirits 
which ſhould cheriſh the Heart, and 
| fortify all: the other Members, leave 
their natural courſe, and run only to 
| - feeda Diſeaſe, Excreicence, or corrupt 

| Humour: Neither can it fare better 
with publick Bodies and Societies ,' 
| - when that ſtrength which ſhould be 
| united to preſerve the whole,is carri'd off 
0 to ſupport a FaQtipn ; and the bond of 
Peace and Unity , which ſhould hold 
the parts together, is broken into ſeveral 
vetts and Diviſions, 


But 


| - | | ( IO ) Pa 
- - But what are the Arts that are made 

uſe of by Difſenters to gain Proſelytes, 

.and thereby to' uphold , increaſe, and 

: propagate { Schiſm, the diſcovery of 
 thele (Ball be the ſubjeCt of the enſuing 
Letters, Tam, | 


SIR, 
Tour affectionate Friend, 


A. B. 


+ 


(E413 


LETTER Il. 


V7 Ks 

Gave you an account in my laſt, of 

the great diligence and induſtry of 
Diſſenters in making Proſelytes, Sod 
drawing Diſciples after them, together 
with the eviland danger of their ſo do- 
ing. Blt 

You are ſatisfied ( you tell me) of 
this their great deſign in endeavouring 
to increaſe and propagate their Party ; 
but you would fain know by what arts 
and methods they efRCt it; that is, how 
they thus lead the People by the Noſe, 
and draw fo many after them, And here 
to omit {ome of their leſſer arts of in- 
veigling the People, as by affeed 
Tones ,  mimical AGtions and Ge- 


| ftures, &c. which, you know, have a 


mighty force to draw the Multitude; L 
ſay, to paſs by theſe, I ſhall give youan 
account of ſome of the principal Artifi- 
ces they make uſe of to compa their 
ends. And the 


7 Firk 


( 12 ) 

Firſt I ſhall mention of theſe, is their 
pretence to. greater . Eight and Know- 
ledge than. other Men: And herein © 
they are the folowers of a Sect ia the ' 
Apoſtles days, known by the Name of 
Gyoſticks; who were focall'd from their 
boaſting of greater Light, and efteem- 
iog themſelves. the wiſeſt- and. molt 
knowing of all Perſons. 

Now half an Eye may ſce now cad: 
ly they are imitated by the SeQtaries of 
our days, who talk much of higher Illu- 
minations, and make frequentÞhoaſts of 
their greater meifares and -degrees of 
Knowledge. Nothing is more com- 
mon in their Mouths, than Goſpel- 
Diſcoveries, Goſpel-Manifeſtations, new 
and clearer Revelations; all which are 
made chiefly, if not only to them ; 
when as others ( pocr Souls! ) are ig- 
norant, and ;know nothing of theſe 
Glorious things. They delight to ſpeak 
of the Darkneſs of former times, and 
what a glorious Meridian-Light is broke 
out in_ their days; . which they make to 
ſhine with a brighter luſtre upon them 
than any others. You ſhall often hear 


them pity the Ignorance of ſome men, 


who, perhaps, know more than them- 
ſelves ; and Pleaſe themſelves with the 
thoughts 


* 
—— 
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thoughts of their higher Attainments , 
as if the Day-ſpring. from high had viſi- 
. ted them, whereas others were merely 
be nizhted, and left to walk on ſtill in 
darkneſs. Their Teachers 'too are 
willing enough to cheriſh in them this 
vain conceit of their great Knowledge, 
that they may the more admire them 
from whom they have it ; this makes 
them- talk of others as blind ignorant 
Creatures, void of any Saving- Know- 
ledge of Chriſt, and the Myſteries of 
the, "Cof pel ; that they have Scales þefore 
their Eyes, that are never like to drop 
off, till they Hear their Teachers, and 
Eſponſe their Party. Thus do they 
applaud the clearneſs and -perfeQion of 
their own Knowledge, and lament the 
lack of it in other Men, though many 
times much _W iſer than themſelves. 

Now how ſerviceable this is to up- 
hold and increaſe the Party, is obvious 
- toobſerve ; for the common People be- 
ing incompetent Judges of true Wiſdorm, 
are eaſily impos'd upon by the bare ſem. 
blance and appearance of it. 

Beſides, this fo far gratifies the natu- 
-ral Pride and Vanity of Mens Minds, 
as makes them willing to hearken to 


thoſe that thus ſoorhe and flatter them. 
| Y ea, 


7 > 

Yea, this Artifice hath deceived ma- 
" ny a well-meaning Man, who though 
willing to know and embrace the 
Truth, have been unhappily miſ-led by 
theſe falſe Lights, out of the ways of 
Truth and Peace. So that this Wile 
hath an eaſy and natural tendency, to 
deceive, and hath done the'Party great 
ſervice, 

But what hath been the effeQ of this 
Stratagem? Why, the Evils that have 
been producd by it are many and 
oreat. | 

As Firſt ; It hath occaſioned a great 
deal of Pride, and made many ignorant 
People talk and look {cornfully on thoſe . 
that are far above them, both in Parts 
and Wiſdom; Xyowledge puſſeth up, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 8. 1. Yea, a 
vain Conceit of it will have the ſame 
effet, though the reality be wanting : 
A ſmall matter will puff up a bubble z 
and ſome are ſo prone to this Evil, that 
a little thing will make them look big, 
and apt to {well with a high opinion of 
their great Wiſdom. 'This makes them 
Heady, Confident, and Aſſuming , 
chinking themſetves wiſer than their . 
Teachers, and taking upon them to 
inſtruQt their Betters, without any re- 

gard 
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pard to their Learning or Office ; yea, 
this vain conceit of. Knowledge hath 
lifted ſome of them to that high degree 
of Arrogance, as to {et up their Lighc 
within them above the Holy Scriptures, 
and to prefer their own Dreams before 
Divine Revelations. Again, 


2aly. This pretence of greater Know- 
ledge occaſions great Contempt and 
Diſobedience to Authority ; for theſe 
Opinionative Men {ſoon become Wiſer 
| than their Governors ; they ſee. farther 
into matters than all that are above 
them, and ſo can eſpy the errors 1n the 
Adminiſtration of .Afﬀairs : Hence you 
{ball find them taxing the AtQtions of 
their Superiors, finding fault with their 
Conduct, and quarrelling with all Or- 
ders and Conſtitutions, that are not 
drawn up by their Model, and appoint- 
ed as they in their great wiſdom think 
beſt : They talk much of a Judgment 
of Diſcretion, which they oppoſe to 
_ the Judgment of their Superiors, and 
by the help of it can lay aſide all Laws 
and Canons made for publick Peace 
and Order, And what a pernict- 
ous influence this muft- have , not 
only the nature of the thing, but 
our 
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our daily and doleful Experience may 
ealily inform us. Moreover, 

3ad!y. This overweaning conceit of 
great Knowledge, makes men pragma- 
tical medlers in things that belong not to 
them, invading the Office both of the 
King and Biſhop; prying into matters 
of State, as if ' they were all Privy 
Councellors ; and Expounding the moſt 
difficult places in Scripture with greater 


confidence, than the moſt Learned 


Doors. Hence you ſhall ſee them 
creeping into Mens Pariſhes, as if none 


were able to Lead and Initruct their. 


Flock, without their Aſſiſtance, and 
thruſting themſelves into other Folks 
buſineſs, asif none had any underſtand- 
1ng bur themſelves: Again, 

4thly. This vain conceit of greater 
Light, makes men Obſtinate and Pert1- 
nacious .in their private Fancies and 
Opinions, though never ſo Falſe and 
Erroneous: We know how difficult a 


thing it is to reclaim a Schiſmatick ; the 


coriceit he hath of his own Knowledge, 
makes him think he cannot be miitaken ; 


che Infallibilicy he denies to the Pope, 


he aſſumes to himſelf; and vaialy 
thinks, that 1f other Men did bur ſee 
with his Eyes, they might ſoon diſcern 

tlie 
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the Trut': ; and this would make them 
ſay anc do even as he takes himſelf ro 
be, always in the Right ; and that 'ris 
not poſſible for fo enlizhten'd a Perſon 
25 he to he 1n the Wrong ; And what 


hope can there be of reclaimin;; ſuch 


a one, who is reſolv'd and arm'd againlE | 
Convittion? reſt thuu a man wiſe in 
his own concet:, { {alth Solozmon ) there is 
more hope of a fool than of him, Prov. 
26. 12. 


Lafily, This vain opinion of greater 
Knowledge, makes them to deſpiſe , 
cenſure, and condemn the Actions of 
other Men ; for thinking themſelves 
only in the right, they take all. others 
to be out of rhe way that go not with 
them ; and never ſo much as dreaming 
that they can be deceiv'd, pity and. 
ſigh over others as a company of igno- 
rant, blind, and deladed Wretches : 
Thus are they by this means brought 
fondly to applaud and admire chem- 
ſelves, and to look down with contempe 
and ſcorn on others, though much 
Wiſer than themſelves. Theſe, and ma- 
ny other are che {ad effes of rhis Arti- 
fice, and plainly proceed from Mens 
flattering themſelves and othets with an 


GC opinion 


(-10-7 
opinion of their greater Light and 
knowledge. 


Now to ſhew the Vanity of this pre- 
tence, we may obſerve, 


$ 


1/t. That the oreateſt pretenders to 


Knowledge, have commonly the leaſt 
ſhare of 1t; a ſmatterer in any Art or 
Science, that hath ſcarce knowledge 

enough to ſee his own ignorance, uſu- 
ally boaſts of higher meaſures and de- 
orees of it, than a Wiſer Man that ſees 
much farther into. it will pretend to, 
who being ſenſible of his own defetts, 
and how $4 ſhort he comes of Perfe&i- 
on, is commonly more humble and 
modeſt : 4 wiſe mau (faith Solomon ) 
feareth aud aeparteth from evil ; but the 
fool razeth and is confident, Prov. 14. 16. 


If any man think he knoweth any thing, 


he. knoweth wothing yet as he ought to 
kzow, 1 Cor. 8.2. We read of ſome that 


take upon them to be Teachers of | 


others, when themſelves need to be 
Taught the firſt Principles of the Ora- 
cles of God; and of others that are 
ever learnins , but never come to the 
knowledge of the truth, 2 Tim.,3. 7. 
'T was well-obſerv'd by my Lord Bacon, 
-» © Phat.a little Knowledis 1s apt ro 
puſt ' UP and inake Men giddy, but a 
« greater 
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© greater ſhare of 1t will ſet them right, 
** and bring them to low and humble 

* thoughts of themſelves. 

So that this pretence of greater 

Light, 1s but a covering for their deeds 

of Darkneſs; and if the light within 


' them be darkneſs, how great is that durk- 


neſs? Matth. 6. 23. Beſide, 

2aly. This boaſt of greater Know- 
ledge is a great bat to all growth and 
increaſe init; For what need have 
they to labour for that, of . which _ 
think they have ſo great a ſhare already ? 
This will breed not only a negle&, but 
contempt of all the means of Know- 
ledge ; 'twill make them deaf to In- 
ſtruQtion, and to ſhut their Eyes againſt 
the Light, though it flaſhes in their 
Faces: "Twas: wiſely obſerv'd by the 
Roman Orator, Multi ad Sapientiampers+ 


veniſſent, niſi ſe jam, perveniſſe pataſ- 


ſent : © Many might have artain'd ro 


** Wiſdom, were it not for a vain con» 
&« ceit that they had attain'd it already. 
And iadeed, there is no ſuch Ignorant, 
Arrogant, and Incurable Fop, as a 
Gifted Brother full of his Viſions and 
Revelations, who pretends to be above 
Ordinances, and to be Wiſe above thar 
which is Written. 


C 2 Laſtly. 


[40 3 4 


Li/'y. This vain conceit of greater 
Knowledge, oft-times leads toa judicial 
Blindneſs > and they who are ſo apt ro 
Reprobate others, are themſelves given 
up to a Reprobate ſenſe ; that in ſeeing, 
they ſhould ſee, but not percerve ;, and in 
hearing, they ſhould hear, but not ander- 
ſtand. We read of the Gnoſticks, T hat 
when they profeſſed themſelves to be wiſe, 
they became fools ; and being vain in their 
imaginations , their foolilh hearts were 
darkind, Rom. 1. 21, 22. God Al- 
mighty put out that Light which they 
vainly' pretended to, or wilfully abus'd, 
and {uffer'd them to grope on in thick 
darkneſs. And the ſame Apoſtle tells 
us of others, who for zot receiving the 
truth in the love of it , were given up 
to believe a lie, and carried away with 
ſtrong d:luſizns, 2 Thell. 2. 11. And 
this, 'tis to be feared, is the caſe of 
too many SeQaries in our Days, 
who withſtand rhe cleareſt evidence 


of Truth, and harden their hearts 


againſt all Convittion ; nothing can 
make them ſenſible of the error of 
their ways, thouzh it never ſo plainly 
appear to be {o, but will obſtinately 
per{iit 10 tizeir evil courle againſt all 

the 
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the Commands of their Superiors, the 
InitruQions of their Teachers, and 
the Example of Wiſe and Holy Men 
in all Apes; as if they were lull'd 
aſleep in a fatal Security, and ſeal'd 


up under final Impenitence. Which 
is much lamented by, 


SIR, 


(22 3 
. LET TER II. 


S 1R, 


F Find by your laſt, that you are ſuf- 
A ficiently ſenſible what great ſervice 
the pretence of greater Light and Know- 
ledge hath done the Diſſenters, and that 
you plainly ſee the falſhood and ma- 
lignity of that Artifice. I proceed now 
to a ſecond, and that is a pretence-to 
greater Strictneſs and SanQity than 
other Men; and herein they are the 
ſucceſſors of the Ph:riſces; who beſide 
the exatter Knowledze of the Law, 
pretended to the exatelt Obſervance 
and Obedience to it; hence we find 
them Ril'd the Priiteſt ſeit of their Re- 
li;ion, As 26.5. and are ſaid to teach 
ara att accoraing to the perfect manner of 
the law, AQts 22. 3. Our Saviour ,him- 
{lf brings in one of them boaſting of 
his > greater Piety, and taking the bold- 
neſs to tell God almighty i in his Prayers, 
That he was not as other men, extortio- 
mers, unjuſt, adulterers,or the like, Luk. 18. 
T1, 12. bu: had led a ſtricter lite, and 
prattic d 
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praQtic'd a higher ſort of Righteouſ- 


neſs than other Folk; and left God and 


the world ſhould doubt of the truth of 
it, he proceeds to many particulars, vs, 
That he was frequent in his faſts, punitual 
in his tythes, liberal in his a:'ms-deeds, &C. 
And elſewhere we read of other parts 


of the Phariſees Righteouſneſs; That 


they were ſtrit obſervers of the Sabbath, 
careful of their Company for fear ot 
being defil'd by them ; ong and loud 
in their Prayers ; that they enlarg'd their 
PhilaQeries, and garniſh'd the Tombs 


of the Prophets, as if they deteſted the 


Cruelty of their Forefathers in putting 


them to Death ; with many other in- 
ſtances recorded by the- Four Evan- 
gelifts. | 
How well they are imitated by Dil- 
ſenters in making a fair and plauſible 
ſhew of greater Holineſs, a very flen- 
der Obſervation may inform-us; for you 
may eaſily obſerve them to look more 
Demurely, talk more Rehptiouſly, and 
ieem to Pray more Devoutly than other 
Men ; their feeming Zeal ſhall carry 
them many a Mile to a Convenricle, 
when they may hear a better Sermon 
at home 1n their own Church ; . yea, and 


{et them a RepzatingSermons too which 


4 were 
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were ſcarce. worth tie firſt Hearing ; 
and therevy inculcate ſome Dodtrines, 
tizat were mich better doom'd to eternal 
 Glence and oblivioa. Thus do they ſeek 
to polith the outward Garb with a fair 
and. plaubble ihcw of Holinels ; with» 
drawing trom others as - Sinners, and 
not only pretending, but as to outward 
2ppearance practiling too a greater 
 StriQnels.,,, 
Now how uſeful this Artifice is to 
uphold and increaſe a Party, is eaſy to 
diſcern; for the common Pcople being 
led more, by their, Senſes and Imaginati- 
on,than agy: ſound Principles of Reaſon, 
are often.impos'd upon {y the outſide of 
Religion ;,which, many crimes makes a. 
more faniing and pompous ſhew, than 
the, inward. - each and. reality of it , 
which religzng 1n,the Reart, lies more 
hid and undiſcovered ; By this means 
ths. Ph:riſees got a wonderful intereſt 
| and, 10fluence - upon. the minds of the 
People, who by a ſhew of greater Reli- 

3100, {o drew the Hearts aiter them, 
that 'twas Proverbial amorig them. to 
fag, I bayzf jbur, Two wentto :iceven, 
tne 032 Wauld be a Scribe, and the 
Ber 4g Pharifee : &0d any ordinary. 
EY May ce: our Difſenters drawing 
| | Diſciples, 
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Diſciples, and increaſing their Parties by 
the ſame method. 

But have thele great pretenders all 
this while any more Religion than other 
Folk? No; they have more of the 
ſhew,but not of the ſubſtance ; having a 
form of goalineſs, as the Apoſtle fore- 
told of them, but denying the power 
thereof. Our Bleſſed Saviour declar'd 
of the Phariſees, That though they 
pretended to be better, were yet worſe 
than other men; for though they had 
the confidence to thank God-they were 
0t extortioners, yet he who knew them 
better than they did themſelves, tells 
them that they devour'd widows houſes, 
and within were iull of extortion and ex- 
ceſs; their Prayers/ were all made for 
V aaity and Oltentation, and their Alms 
but fo meizy Baits-to fiſh, for Honour 
and the Applauſe of Men ; like whited. 
Sepulckres, they appeared fair and 
beautiful withqut, but wit'u were full 
of rottenneſs and corrupcion 53 and 
though they Garriihed the Sepulchres 
of the Prophers, as if they hated the - 
VV ickednefs ot thote fiat Killed them, 
yet thuy pil to- Deach the Son of God, 
the great Propher that was to come , 
200 at have iid the blood of all 

| that 
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that followed him : So that all their 
Care and Zeal for the Memory of 
the Prophets, was only to hide their 
Cruelty under a ſhew of Kindneſs ; 
and the garniſh'd' Tombs were but 
the painted Monuments of their own 
Hypocriſy. Ina word, as they were 
ſolicitous about waſhing the outſide 
of the Cup and Platter, without mat- 
tering how foul and fluttiſh it was 
within; ſo were they more careful 
to reform their Looks than their Lives ; 
and under a diſguiſe of greater San- 
City , contrived and acted the vileſt 

Enormities. | 
- And are not the like Policies and 
Praftices too viſible in our Modern 
Phariſees ; who under a mask of Zeal 
and Reformation, have conceal'd and 
carri'd' on very bad Deſigns! Have 
they not a long time put fair Co-- 
lours upon foul Actions? And made 
Religion a ſtale and pander to the 
greateſt Abominations ? But that Cloak, 
which hath hitherrogdone them great 
ſervice, begins .now ta be worn out, 
loog uſe hath made it thredbare, 
and their Hypocriſy appears through 
the thinneſs of the Covering; Coun- 
rerfeit Coin ſeldom keeps its credit 
| | long, 
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long, time wears off the Gilt, and 
diſcovers the baſeneſs of the Metal. 
Such is the inconſiſtency of Falſhood 
and Hypocriſy , that it often betrays 
it ſelf ; and when the paint and var- 
niſh is gone, nothing appears but the 
deformity 3 and then the Hypocrite , 
like the Afs in the Fable ftriprt of 

the Lion's Skin, ſtands an obje& of 

contempt and ſcorn. Thus it hap- 
 pened to the Phariſees at laſt; for 
tho' they charm'd the People a-while, 
and inveigled many into their Se&t 
by a ſhew of Holineſs, yet the Mask 
at length fell off, and they became 
vile and deſpicable to the whole Na- 
tion. 

But what is the evil and Miſchief of 
this Device? Great every way. For, 


Firſt; This pretence of preater 
Hoe, OY Sin an TiRSrkvhe 
of much deceit, and helps to carry 
on very evil deſigns; thus if any 
have a mind to diſturb or overturn 
the Government, -to - move Sedition ,. 
or alter the Laws and Conſtitutions, 
Religion muſt be pretended ; and 
then a ſeeming Zeal for the publick 
Good , and Reformation of AL, 

4 > ; 7 , 4 
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ſhall go. a great way to compals 
their ends. If a Man would effe- 
Qtually Cheat his Neighbour, or put 
the Dice .upon him, he pretends to 
Piety to hide the Jugele, and - under 
a cloak. of Religion, ads and covers 
che fouleſt Frauds. If he would 
wreck his Malice, or gratify his 
Spleen againſt any Perſon, he puts 
on a ſhew of great Meekneſs, looks 
Solemnly, and pretends the greateſt 
Love and Kindneſs , and thereby ſe- 
cretly wounds and . works. his own 
Ends. Thus do Malice, Pride, Co- 
vetouſneſs, Revenge, and other vile 
Enormities , lurk under this diſguiſe , 
and - are carried on under a fpe- 
cious ſhew and pretence of Religi- 
on. ' Again, 


2aly. This Device is a mocking of 


God ,. and! a (high affront offer'd to 
our... Maker; for he that only. gilds 
and paints the outward Man , with- 
out any regard to the Heart, ſhews 
indeed an Awe and Reverence to 
Men, who behold and judge only by 
the . outward -: appearance , . but be- 
trays an: infotent contempt and flight 
of God, . who looks' chiefly ro the 
TIOUTT and requires Truth in the 

1ancr 
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inner parts ; he that ſeeks only to re- 
commend himſelf to the World by 
fair ſhews and pretences, withour ap- 
proving himſelf to God by the ſince- 
rity of the Heart, plainly bids defi- 
ance to Heaven, and ſhews a great- 
er fear of Men than God before his 
Eyes. | 
Lafily. This great pretence to Re- 
ligion brings oft-rimes a-{candal upon 
Religion it ſelf, and tends to deltroy 
and undermine it; for when theſe ap- 
pear to be only Pretences, and that 
theſe great ſhews of Holineſs are 
void of all reality and truth ;- 1t 
makes the Name of Religion odious, 
and the Profeſſion of it vile - and de- 
ſpicable in the Eyes of the World : 
This at once debauckes and deſtroys 
Religion, by drawing out the life of 
it into mere ſhew and appearance, 
and making' it evaporate 1tito Air and 
Formality. 


Yea, this naturally leads to Aiteiſin 
and infidelity ; for when Men fee ſo 
many vile Tricks acted under a co- 
lour of greater Holineſs ; when FaQt- 
on and Sedition are gilded over with 
a ſne- 
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a ſpecious pretence of Zeal, and Men 
proſecute their Ambition and Avarice 
under the enſigns of Holineſs and 
Devotion ; this makes too many think 
Religion it ſelf a Trick, and fo caſt 
it off as a device of Cunning and 
Deſigning Men: And *tis not to be * 
doubted, but the Atheiſm and Infide- 
lity of the preſent Age, is in a great 
meaſure owing to the Hypocriſy of 
{uch Pretenders. 


SIR, 

I ſuppoſe you plainly fee the defign 
and the danger of this Artifice ſo much 
us'd by our Diſlenters, which is in- 
deed rhe Maſter-piece of their Crafr, 
_ and the principal Engine to draw and 
deceive the People; they know the 
Vulgar are. ealily impos'd upon by 
- fair Shews, and fair Speeches, and 
how willing they are to embrace a 
Religion that is ſo favourable to 
| their Pride, Luſt, and Worldly 
Intereſt, and puts them to no trou- 
ble about the mortifying of either ; 
for *tis but ro poliſh the outward 
Man, and make a plauſible appear- 
ance of Holineſs, and they need not 
take 
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rake care about purifying of the 
Heart , or reQifying any 'thing that 
is amiſs within; and 'tis no wonder 
if ſo eaſy a Religion finds many 
Followers. I am, 


SIR, 


OIL 
LET TER IV. 


SI Rp 


Shew'd in my laſt how ſerviceable a 
pretence of greater Holineſs is to 

increaſe a Party, and create Diviſions, 
rogether with the vanity and miſchief 
of that Artifice. ' I proceed 1n this 
tO a 

Third Artifice uſed by Difſeaters to 
that end ; and thar is, A pretence to 
purer Ordinances, and a more <piritual 
way of Worſhip; and herein they are 
the Succeſſors of the-Cathar:, and rhe 
Donatiſts of old, who pretended to a 
better and purer way of ſerving God 
than other Men; and ſo Separated from 
them, as Saints of a higher Form, and 
Men of a more rais'd and elevated De- 
Votion. . 

And herein they are exaQly imitated 
by our Difſenters, who talk of nothing 
more than pure Worſhip, pure Ordi- 
nances, and pure Adminiſtrations; all 
which they confine to themſelves, and 
will not allow others any ſhare 1a them ; | 


yea, 


> ,. 0 
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| yea, they ſpeak contemptuouſly of o- 


thers, 2s ſerving God after an old dead 
and dull way of Forms, whereas They 
Pray ina.more lively manner by their 
own Gifts, and have a tnore Pure, Spi- 

ritual , and Evangelical way of Wor- 
ſhip. They revile the Church of .Ezg- 
land as Popiſh, and ftile its Worſhip 

Aztichriſtian : Our excellent Lirotpy 
paſſeth with them for Maſs-ſervice, and 
all its decent Ceremonies for Idolatry 
and Superſtition; the Surplice is a Rag 
of the Whore of Babylon ; Bowing ar - 
the Name of Jeſus, is no better than 
Bowirg to an Idol; and Kneeling At 
the Holy Shcrament, as bad as falling 
down. to.a Graven Image; they inter- 
pret the form of godlineſs, mentioned by .. 
the Apoſtle, to be a' Form of Praycr ; 

and the Power of Godlineſs, to be Pray- 
ing Extempore. One of 'them tells us, 
&* That the reafon why the world hates 


«the Saints, is becauſc hey are. a Pray- 


* ing People; Now left . you ſhould 


take thisMalignity to be direQed againſd 


Forms ,, he tells. you, 'no;. Forms of 
Pray er they can bear wellenough , but 
'cis the Power of Prayer (that is, Ex- 
tzempore Prayer) that they can't endure ; 
as if this were a flight of Devotion 
D above 
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above the reach of Worldly and Carnal 
Minds, and only ſuited to the more 
Heavenly, and Seraphical Spirit of the 
Saints. 

Now how ſerviceable this Device is 
to promote the Party, is eaſy to con- 
ceive; for it mightily gratifies the va- 
nity of Men's Minds to think, that 


they are not only more Holy than other 


Men, but that they ſerve God in a 
higher and better manner than they ; 
for this makes them believe, with the 
Phariſees, that God rejoices in them , 
and 15 mightily pleas'd with them ; that 


they are infinitely dear tohim, and that 


God is highly delighted both with their 
Perſons and their Prayers. And' who 
that had theſe thoughts, would not 
gladly enter into the Claſs of ſuch 
Worſhippers? 

Again ;. This makesthem think well 
of themſelves, and- creates no ſmall 
pleaſure and confidence in their ways, 
though never ſo Falſe and Erroneous, 
to think their Prayers are better and 
more acceptable to God, than other 
Mens: This makes them infinitely plea- 
{ed with their Service, and endears to 
them ſuch a Way of Worſhip : Yea, it 
not only tends to 1nyiie many into this 

Ways 
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way, but to make them obſiinate and 
pertinactous 18 it, to harden them in 
rheir Schiſm, and render it very diffi. 
cult to reclaim them fron it. 

But what is that great Purity our Dil- 
ſenters thus boaſt of? Is it a greater 
Purity of Doftrine? No; for herein 
they acknowledge we agree, and em- 
brace the ſame Faith. Is it a greater Pu- 
rity of Life? This is indeed pretended, 
but experience hath abundantly conſu- 
ted this pretence, and diſcovered. the 
Hypocriſy. Is it hen a greater Purity 
of - Worſhip! Yes, this is the great 
Thing ; for Ours (ay they) is clozo'd 
with Ceremonies, and mix'd and blen- 
ded with the Inventions of Mea. 

But are not their Prayers the Inven- 


tions of Men? Yea, Do they not pro- 


ceed from the preſent and ſudden Con- 
ceptions of their own Brain ? Which 
ſure cannot be half ſo Wiſe or Pure, as 
more deliberate and well-weigh'd Com- 
poſures: And as for Ceremonies, Are 
not their yarious and Antick Geſtures T6: 


* Prayer, which ſerve but to expoſe the 


Worſhip of God, far more Improper 


, and Impure too, than the decent Cere- 


monies of the Church, which help to 
make 1t more Uniform and Solemo ? 
D 2 Fs 
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Is not haſty Speech delivered in Mimi- 
cal Poltures and Actions, much more 
unbecoming Divine Service , than a 
Grave and well-order'd Devotion ? 

But their Worſhip is more Spiritual 
than others, for they Pray more by the 
Spirit. __ | 

How ſo? Do their Prayers come 


more' from the Heart and Spirit than 


other Mens ? For that is all the Pray- 


. ing by the Spirit, ſince the ceaſing of 


Inſpiration. And who will preſume to 
judge of that? Yeap Is not the Heart 
more hinder'd and calld off in their 
Prayers, by the Invention of Matter 
and Words, than in others where both 


theſe are prepared to- their hands ? I 


hope they do not pretend to Pray by the 
immediate dictates and ſuggeſtions of 
the Holy Ghoſt, as the Apoitles did ; 
it they do, they muſt work a Miracle 
that we may believe them, and then we 
ſhall reckon all their Prayers of as ; 
Authority as the Holy Scripture, ; 


we condemn their depending uponAlt 
divine and ſudden Suggeſtions, of great 
Raſhneſs and Preſumpricn ; and that 
theirs is fo far from a more Spiritual 
way of Worſhip, that 'tis rather more 

Carnal, 
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Carnal, and ſcarce deſerves the name of 
Divine Worſhip 

And yet ore lies the great myſtery. 
of this Artifice ; for theſe Men take 
Praying Extempore, cr by preſent Cone 
ceptions, to be Praying by the Spirit, 
and fo call it a Spiritual way of Wor- 
ſhip ; whereas Proying Ly a Form, i; 
lil'd ſtioting of the pirir, and fo thzt 


mult not be allow'd to be Spiritual, buz 


Formal Worſhip ; and by this device, 


they ſet the Ears of the oth a FOR 


afterthe one, and turn them away, 
make them deaf to the other. 

Now this Falacy may be eaſily ap- 
parent to any, that conliders that ſome 
of the vileſt Wretches, and greateſt 
Monſters of Impiaty that ever livd, 
have been moſt famous for this talent of 
Extempore Prayer: We read of one 
actually in League with the Devil, who 
had ſuch a Fluency this way, that be 
was admir'd' by all, but could be imi- 
tated by none that came nearhim; And 
will any aſcribe the Prayers of ſuch a 
Wretch, made up of Sorceries and tho, 
vileſt Abowinations , to the Spirit of 
God ? Are they not rather the Diaboli- 
cal ſuggeſtions of the Evil Spirit, _ 
to be aſcribed to the true Author tl: 

D 3 Devil, 
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? © Pevil, who is the Father of all Lies 
and Impoſtures ? And certainly he that 
conſiders what bad rhings have been 
- vented in ſuch Prayers, will plainly ſee 
jt to be not only a, Belying, but Blaſ- 
; phteming the Holy Ghoſt, to entitle 
tnem tO Him. 
. But 'tis time to ſhew the evil and 
anger of this device. And, 
Firſt; This pretence of Purer Ordi- 
pances and purer Worſhip, hath prov'd 
2 principle of great Inſtability and Gid- 
_cineſs in Religion ; for whcn ſome 
Men began to refine upon the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church, and ſet up Purer Or- 
CIIANCEs, Have nor others riſen up who 
thought chem not pure enough, and re- 
- fin'd : again upon them ; yea, Does not 
one Se continue fill Tefn! ng upon 
ancther, and God knows. when and 
where it will end? Have not theſe 
double and treble Refiners almoſt re- 
nnd away all their Religion, and left 
little more than the Name and pretence 
of it? Is it not dwindled into Air and 
Speculaticn, and almolt loft in a crowd 
of endleſs ſcruples and diſputes? How 
« little of the lite and ſpirit of Religion 
appears in Mens lives, and how few 
can ſhew their Faith by their Works? 


Which 
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Which are the ſad efteAs of this Re- 
forming and Refining Humour, 

Again ; This hath made the gene- 
rality of People deſpiſe all Godly 
Forms, though far more conducing tv 
the purity of Faith and Devction, chan 
other newfangled Methods; for a Form 
of ſound Words may preſerve ſoundneſs 
in the matter of our Prayers, and pre- 
vent indecencies in the manner of them; 
whereas Extemporary Effultons can do 
neither, for there much unſound Mat- 
ter, and many unſeemly Expreſſions 
may and do frequently drop from thoſe 
that uſe them. 

Moreover, many ignorant and wick- 
ed Perſons, who have been eminent for 
this Spiritual way of Praying, have 
encouraged themſelves in their Wick- 
edneſs upon the account of this Gift, 
and too many ſtil] flatter themſctves 
on the ſame account, that they are 
the Children of God, and endow'd 
with his Spirit, notwithſtanding all 
their Wickednelſs. 

Others again, for lack of this Gift, 
have been apt to deſpond , as if they 
wanted that which ſhould chiefly 
recommend them unto God: And 
both of them have thereby grie- 

D 4 voully 
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voully deceived both themſelves and 


3.4) "RO nf 
-: Beſides, This pretence of greater 


Purity naturally leads: to Schiſm and 


Separation; for he that offers a Pu- 
rer Model, ſhall be ſure to draw 
Diſciples after him ; and many Men 
being too much given to change , are 
apt to hearken to any' higher offers and 
Gegrees of Purity ; thereare ſome who 
oream of Purity and Perfetion here 
11 this life, and theſe will cafily liſten 
ro any tenders and advances towards 
it: This will cauſe them to divide and 


ſeparate from others, vainly think- 


' ing themſelves 'advanc'd to a higher 
Form in Chriſt's School, and: to have 
attain'd to greater meaſures of PerfeQi- 


on; which naturally Jeads not only to - 


Separating, but Vilifying one another ; 


tor they chat take themſelves to be of a 


higher Claſs, will-ſcorn to join or con- 


verſe with thoſe of a lower Form ; and 


as others {well in their thoughts and 
conzeits above them, ſo will they make 
them too the object of their contempt 
and ſcorn; hence we find the Presbyte- 
rians, who had declaim'd againſt the 
Church: for making an Idol of the 
Common-Prayer, were by the Indepen- 
Er SR © 
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dents, and other SeCtaries told, That 
they -made a greater and worſe Idol of 
© their Covenant; and they who had 
| MiPd the Liturgy and Epiſcopacy the 
| Calves of Daz and Bethel, found after, 
the DireQory and Presbytery branded 
with the ſame names, and they too 
accounted the greateſt Calves that moſt 
atmired fem. 
Thus you ſee to what paſs declaim- 
ing againſt publick Order, and pretend- 
.Ing to purer Ordinances, may bring 
matters to, which cafnot but give great 
diſturbance to'any Church or Kingdom; 
whereas the Wiſdom'that is from above, 
, Is notonly pare, but peaceable, gentle, 
eaſy to be intreated, free from pride, full 
of good works , without partiality , and 
without hypocriſy, James 3. 17, 18. Tf 
you will bring the-pretences of Diſſen- 
ters to this Teſt, *tis to be feared Mexe 
Tekel may be written on them, 7hey are 
weigh'd in the balance, and found wanting 
18 all theſe things. Iam, FED 


m— 


| Tours, 
A. B. 
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LETTER V. 


Ii is YE h 


Find you ſenſible in your laſt, of 
the great miſchief of ſome Mens 

' Pretences to greater Purity, and a more 
Spiritual way of Worſhip, and, what 

great advantage they have given -to 

Boftaries to multiply and increaſe their 

Parties. I ſhall proceed therefore to a 

Fourth Artifice made uſe of to thar 

. purpoſe, and that 1s to cry up Peace and 
Unity, though their AQions tend all 
the while to deſtroy and undermine 
them. They know the Holy Scriptures 
abound every where with Precepts and 
Exhortations to Peace and Unity, and 
what preſſing Arguments and motives 

are made uſe of to that end. 

The ft things proclaim'd to the 
World, upon our Bleſſed Saviour's 
coming into it, next to the glory of God, 
were peace on earth, and good will towards 
wen : The whole courſe of his Life and 
DoQrine , whilſt he continued in it, 
was to promote and give the higheſt In- 

ſtance 
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ſtance and Example of them. The laſt | 
Legacy he bequeathed to his Diſciples 
and Followers at his leaving the World, 


* was Peace, which he will'd them above 


all things to keep firm and inviolable ; 
and his laſt Prayer was, hey all might be 
one. Accordingly we find the firſt c hri- 
ſtians, upon Chriſt's departure from 
them, were all of oxe heart axd one 
mind. And when upon the ſpreading 
of the Goſpel every where, this bond 
of Peace and Unity. began to be broken 
by the infinuations of Falſe Teachers,we 
find the Apoſtles uſing all diligence toarm 
and caution all their Converts againſt 
them,willing them to endeavour to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, 
to ſtand firm to the Truth of the Go- 
ſpel, and to. be perfeCtly join'd together 
in the ſame Mind, and the fame Judg- 
ment. St. Paul trictly warned the Co- 
rinthians againkt falling into Parties, and | 


following of Factions, to the prejudice 


of Peace and Unity; he heap'd up ma- 
ny Arguments.n his Epiſtle tothe Ephe- 
fians, to keep that bond 1nviolate; and 
becauſe many falſe Teachers had crept - 
in among the Philippians, he beſeeched 
them by all the endearments of Chriſtia- 
nity, to be /ike-minded, being of one ac- 


cord and one mind. Now 
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Now the Diſſenters knowing how 
much Peace and Unity are recommend- 
ed and inculcated in Holy SCrIprure, 
find it neceſſary to ſpeak up for it ; 
hence you ſhall often hear them com- 
mending Peace, and ſeemingly very de- 
firous to have Love and Unity preſerved 
and promoted among Chriſtians ; they 
frequently lament the lack of Love in 
the World, and bewail the want of 
thoſe due Tempers and peaceable Dit- 
poſitions that ſhould unite us. 

This gains them the reputation of 
Meet, Quier, and Peaceable Men, and 
That gains them Profelytes, who are 
made to believe, That to be followers 
of them, is to be follawers of Peace. 
They, Good Men! ( ſay ſome of their 
deluded Diſciplzs) are all for Peace, 
they are ſorry. ro find ſo much Hatred 
among Men ; they Preach up nothing 

more than Peace and Love, and are al- 
ways Praying for the Peace of: Jeruſalem. 

But what truth is there in all theſe 
fair ſpeeches and pretences? Why, lit- 


tle or none; For what peace, ſaid Jehu,.. 


while the whoredoms of Jezebel, and her 
witchcrafts are ſo many ? (uid wverba au- 
diam , fatia dum Videam? What heed 
is to be given to words, when deeds ow 

ute 
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fute them ? Their gathering Diſciples, 
and making Parties, are plain breaches 
of that Peace which they ſeem to cry 
up ; and their Schiſm and Separation a 
manifeſt breach of Unity ; W hat Peace 
had Zjmri who flew his Maſter ? Do 
not ſome fpeak much of Peace when 
they are making ready for Battel ? Do 
not many ſeem quiet and harmleſs Crea- 
tures, whillt 'tis not in their power to 
be otherwiſe, who yet are all the while. 
hoping and waiting for advantages, and 
want nothing but opportunity. to break 
out into open Hoſtilities? Theſe are nor 
the Sons, but Enemies of Peace, who 
ſeek to ſupplant what they would be 
thought to maintain; and *tis but a 
falſe trick. to cry Peace, Peace, when 
their aims are Dominion , or Deſtru- 
Ction. 
But what 1s the Peace they thus ſpeak 
up for ? And what is the deſign or 
meaning of it ? | 
Why , tis an indulgence 1n their 
Schiſm, to be let alone to draw Diſct- 
ples after them, and increaſe their Party; 
to be allowed to fill their Conveaticles, 


.and deceive the People without Mole- 


ſtation ;. this, like good peaceable Men, 
they will be content with ar preſent, till 


they 
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they can become ſtrong enough to get 
more. | Y 
So that this is a falſe Peace, and is in- 
deed no better than a fatal ſecurity , 
whereby they endeavour to lull their 
Followers aſleep in their Schiſm ; and 
to blind the Eyes of the World, that 
they may not diſcern the evil and dan- 
_ ger of their ways, 
But there is another branch of this 
Artifice that muſt not be omitted ; and 
that is, their declaiming againſt diffe- 
rences and diviſions, when the whole 
courſe of their Actions tend - all the 
while to promote them. This piece of 
falſhood you may ealily diſcover by an 
ordinary obſervation ; they know well 
enough that Love and Unity are neceſ- 
farily deſtroyed by diviſions ; they are 
aware likewiſe what advantage they 
- give to the common Enemy, what trou- | 
ble they are to all Good Men, and what 
{ſcandal they bring upon Religion it ſelf; 
and therefore they muſt not be thought 
to have any heart or hand in cauſing 
Diviſions, no, they are too ſenſible of + 
the evil, to be found the Promoters of 
them ; they bewail the Diſtempers and 
Diſorders of the Times: © ?Tis a fad 
* thing (ſays one) that Unity, which 
; 66 15 
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« is ſo good and pleaſant a thing in the 


*< Eyes of God and Man, ſhould be fo 
© little regarded. *Tis much to be la- 


'- © mented (faith another) that there 


© ſhould be ſuch diſcord and Diviſions | 
« found among Chriſtians. 
Whence then ſhould theſe Diviſions 
come? And who are the Authors of 
them! Not They to be ſure, for they, 
' good men, are all for love and unity, 
though their AQtions proclaim the quite 
contrary ,and betray the falſhood of their 
' Pretences ; they are only for healing our 
Breaches, though they are all the while 
making of Parties to widen and increaſe 
them; they are for ufiting of Prote- 
ſtants. and at the ſame time draw as ma- 
ny into Schiſm and Separation as they 
Can. 
But waat havethey to evade this guilt 
that lies ſo plainly at their doors ? Why, 
'tis the Liturgy and the Ceremonies 
muſt bear the blame, though no Chrt- 
ſian Church was ever without the one, 
and no Divine Worſhip can be decently 
or orderly perform'd without the other. 
*©*T1s a fad thing (faith a gifted Bro- 
« ther) that ſuch Bones of Contention 
* ſhould be thrown in the way of Chri- 
i* ftians; ſurely if they that compos'd 
the 
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e * rhe Common-Prayer had dreamt that 
19 
it would create ſo many Diviſions, Tu- 


 « mults and Diſtrations, they would 


* never have found either heart ar hand 
* tolift up to the promoting of it. Alas 
poor Man ! he might have faid as well, 
that the Penmen of the Holy Scriptures 
would never have wrote as they did, if 
they had dreamt what bad uſe Hereticks 
and Schiſmaticks would make of it, 
and what perverſe Diſputes and Divi- 
ſions would be rais'd atout itz TI was 
not the Compoſing, no nor yet the en- 
joining the Common Prayer, which 1s 
a pious and excellent model of Devo- 
tion, but ſome mens raiſing a duſt be- 
fore the eyes. of the People, that they 
may not ſee rhe uſefulneſs and excellen- 


cy of it, that have created all theſe di- }.. 


ſtraQions and diſputes about it. 

But when theſe Men are preſſed with 
their cauſing diviſions, beyond a pol- 
ſibility of a fair Reply, they tell us, 
that there muſt be Hereſfies and Diviſt- 
ons, that they who are approved may be 
made manifeſt, 1 Cor. 10. 

But muſt not the Authors and Abet- 

tors of diviſions be made manifeſt too ? 
Does -not the ſame Apoſtle bid us to 
mark them that cauſe divifions, and avoid 

them? 
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them? Signifying, that Hereticks and 


Schiſmaticks ſhould have a Brand or 
Mark ſet upon them, that they may be 
known and ſhunn'd by all Chriſtians, as 
the Bane and Peſt of any Church and 
Kingdom. | | 

And now. I think this Artifice ts 
pretty well deteQted, and a vulgar Eye 
may plainly fee the evil and danger of 
it; forif heaping up diiferent Teachers 


| benota breach of Unity, and drawing 


Men from an Eſtabliſhed Church be nor 


_ cauſing Diviſions, I know not what is: 


Does not the Apoltle blame the divided 
dialect of the Corinthians, when cone 
ſaid, I am of Paul, another I am of 
Apollo, and another I am of Cevhas, %c. 
though they proceeded not ſo far as to 
break Communion ? And if the, bare 
crying. up difterear Teachers in the 
fame Church , be there branded fer 
Schiſm , How much wider muſt the 
breach be, when they withdraw from 
the Communion of it, and ſer up fe- 
parate Meetings, and different ways of 
Worſhip in oppoſition to it ? 


* This is plainly the caſe of our Dif: 
- ſenters; and if St. Paul rebuk'd thoſe 


leſler Schrſms and Divilions, of prefer- 
ring {ome Teachers before others with- 
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in the Church, as ſigns of Carnality, 
and degrees of Apoſtacy ; how much 
greater muſt the fault be, to make a 


Schiſm from the-Church, by dividing 


from the Worſhip and Communion 
of it? | 

Neither is the danger hereof leſs ap- 
parent than the Sia; for this hath a 
pernicious influence, not only on the 
perſons thus ſeduced from it, who are 
thereby rent and torn from the Body of 
Chriſt, and harden'd in a dangerous and 
deadly Schiſm ; but on the whole 
Church , whoſe Peace and Unity 1s 
thereby-broken, and being depriv'd of 
many of its Members, is thereby 
weaken'd and laid open to the Afaults 
of its greateſt Enemies. 

Theſe and many more are the ſad ef- 
feQts of this Device,and muſt be charge 
on thoſe Craftſmen who talk much of 
Peace and Unity, the better to ſupplant 
both ; and declaim againſt Divitions, 
merely to promote and propagate 
them. I am, 

: | STAR, 


Toars, 


A: Br 
LE T- 


(51 ) : 
LETTER VL 


PI. 


S 1 R, 
Shew'd in my laft the Craft of Di: 
Þ ſenters in crying up Unity, and de- 
crying Diviſions; and how by that | 
means they cunningly deſtroy the one; 0 
and promore the other. TI proceed now 
tO Aa 
Fifth 'Artifice of theirs to ſupport 
their Schiſm , and that is, Their Cen- b 
ſuring the Lives and AQions of thoſe 
within the Church, the betrer to com- 
mend theirs who Dilfent from it. 
And herein, again, they are the, 
followers of the Phariſees, a great parr 
of whoſe Religion conſiſted in Cenſu- 
ring the Lives, and Scorning the Per- 
ſons of other Men. Our Saviour hath 
obſerved of them, Maze. 7. 3. that they 
were ſharp and quick in eſpying a mote 
in their brother's eye, when they could 
not diſcern a beam in their own. They 
| beheldthe faults of others ia a magaify- 
ing Glaſs, which made them aggravate 
all cheir failings, when all the while 
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they could ſee nothing amils in them-. 
{clves, and eaſily overlook'd their own 
Enormites. 

A Learned Author hath obſcrv'd of 
them, That they had an Eye upon eve- 
ry Man's Life EXCEPT their own, and 
mightily concern'd themſelves 1n othe:s 

}chaviour; they had a reproof' for eve- 

ry Man's faults, great or ſmall , but 
were Kill very favourable and indulgent 
to themſelves. 

And herein they are exaQly imitated, 
if not outdone by our Diſſenters, who 
delight in nothing more than cenſuring 
the Lives, and condemning the Attions 
of other Men; 1s there any thing more 
obvious than this in all their Diſcourſe 
and Converſation ? With what plea- 
ſure do they inſiſt upon and aggravate 
other Mens. failings? Hurting their 
Neighbours Credit, ſometimes by open 
Calumnies, which 1s the Arrow that 
flies by day ;-and ſometimes by ſecret 
Whiſpers, which is the Peſtilence that 
walketh in darkneſs, and wounds with- 
out being ſren:; How freely ſhall you 
hear rhem taxing the AQtions and talle- 
13g of the Miſcarriages of other Folk ? 
FH 3 W C1OQUent are they wont to be upon 
£215 Subject? With what heat and con- 

| cern! 
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.cern! With what ſcefning zeal and 
warmth does this reviliag Language 


drop from them! Yea, Uo they not 
place a great part of their Religion in 
cenſuring the Wickedneſs of the times, 
crying out upon the Badneſs of Mens 


Lives,. and ſhaking their Empty Heads 


at the Naughtineſs: of their Ways? 


Now. you mult not think thar theſe. 


bolts are ſhot at Them, or that any of 
the Party are to be reckoned in the 
number of thele Wicked ones; | no, 
they are thoſe Righteous Souls in Scrdow, 
who are vexed with the filthy Conver- 
fation of the Wicked, and tor whoſe 
jake the reſt are ſpared. "Tis the 
Churchmen, and hey that follow the 
Common: Prayer, that are guilty of all 


theſe Enormities ; We find one of ther, 


relling us ia Print, * That they who 
* like this kind of Worſhip, are gens- 


* rally Ignorant, Prophane, Superſti- 


* tious, Time-ſ{ervers, Fearful, Unbe- 
by lievers, Haters of thoſe that are Good, 
& Drunkards, Adulterers, e*c. Well 
ſaid, thou Accuſer of the Brethren ! 


throw Dirt enough, and to be ſure ſome. 


will ftick. In another place he aads, 
« That they are generally-Perſons much 
(© eſtranged from the Lite of God, and 
7 6 little 
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«little acquainted with the Power of 
 * Godlinels. Alas, Good Man! heis 
oriev'd'ar the heart to ſee the deadneſs 
and formality of ſuch Worſhippers. A- 
nother of thefe Godly Brethren tells us, 
* That the Biſhops are an Earthly 
« Generation, ' and favour' not the 
& things of God ; and that there is 
* more of God and Religion in ſome 
* one Congregation of a Silenc'd Mi- 
« niſter, than in all the Biſhops Fa- 
' * milies -in Exglind. Are not theſe 
Charitable arid Clean-mouth*d Souls? 

Or rather, are not their: Tongues ſet 
on Fire of- Hell ? | 

But whar is the Deſign of all theſe 
rude Cenſures and Calumanies ? Why, 
to draw the People from the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, and to perſuade them to come 
out from ſuch an-unſanQtified Crew ; 
and withal to 1avite them to the Con- 
yenticle, where they will find better 
Company, and join with the Aflembly 
of the Saints. ©. 

How ſerviceable this Stratagem hath 
been to increaſe and keep up the Party, 
is oþvious to obſerve... For. | - , 

Fhis gratifies the natural Pride and 
Ambition of Mens Hearts, who are 
wyling to be oft better than 

other 
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other Men ; and are eaſily perſuade 
to hearken to, and believe thoſe that 
tell them ſo. Apain, | 

This gratifies the Spleen and Ant- 
molity that ſome have againſt their 
Neighbours, thus to vent cheir malice 
in Cenſures and evil Reflections on their 
Life and Mxnners ; a Relizioa that al- 
loas and commends theſe things, muſt 
be very grateful to Fleſh and Blood, and 
cannot want many Followers. More- 
over, | : 
This cheriſhes ina Men a mighty 
love and conceit of themſelves, ma- 
king them think, that they hate and 
abhor choſe ſins themſelves, which 
they thus Cenfure and Condema ia 
others. ; BE 

Beſides, all Men deſire an eaſy Re- 
ligion , and would willingly go tq 
Heaven the neareſt and ſofteſt way 
that raay be; now-what can be more 
eaſy than to Saint themſelves by de- 
faming others? And who would not 
embrace a Religion that will 1ndulge 
Men ia their Vices, if. they do bur 
declaim againſt them, and cenſurethem - 
in other People ? Yea, *cis a pleaſing 
and delightful thing to ſome Perſons 
to find faults in other Men, for it 
| E 4 gives 
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pives a ſeeming ſatisfation in their 
own innocence, or at leaſt gives them 
the reputation of their own freedom 
from them. 

Tn ſhort, this declaiming againſt 
Vice, and lamenting the Iniquity of the 
times, gains them the reputation of be- 
19g thooght more Prous than other men, 
and ſerves all thoſe ſecular endsthey pro- 
pound in it: Our Savor tells us of the 
Phitiſees , that they hid their reward ; 
that is, they gain'd the Applauſe of the 
world;and the Wealth of others; which 
were the things they aim'd at in 
their ſeeming Zeal ; and this is ſuch 
2 '\planſjble and profitable piece of 'Re- 


};gion, Kat it will be ſuret to have many 


Diſciple 

But 1s it any part & true Religi- 
on to cenſyre the Lives and ARQions 
of others ? Or have they that uſe to 
do ſo, fewer faults and more Reli. 


pion thantheir Neighbours! ? No, inno 
wiſe. OT 


Firf; This is. 10 tir from being 
any part of Religion, that 'tis none ar' 
all ; yea, is quite contrary to, and de- 

trudive of it; for Charity is the 
fe We Criſtianity , and the boud 


of 


em, FR, 


(47-) 

of perfetineſs, withaut which, he that 
liwveth is counted dead before God. Now 
Charity, you know, covereth a mul- 
titude of fins ; and is ſo far from 
Cenſuring, that it Excuſes, what 
it may, the failings of - others, and 
rather hides than diſcloſes another's 
nakedneſs : He that wants this, -may- 
indeed have the ſhew and -appear- 
ance, but hath nothing of the-{ub- 
ſtance and reality of true Religion ; 
for that makes us to keep at home 
and reform our own Lives, not fend 
'us abroad to pry into and condemn 
the Lives of others; and certainly , 
if we'can lay no claim to Charity, 
we have nothing to ſhew for the 
truth and ſincerity of our Chriſtia- 
We. aac! bs m_ 


Again 24ly. They that are fo for- 
ward to Judge and Cenſure others , 
are commonly ſo far from - being 
better. , that they are worſe than 
other Men ; their want of Charity 
ranks them - among the greateſt of . 
Sinners; we find the Phariſees, who 
were Proud, Boaſters of themſelves, 
and likewiſe rigid Cenſurers of 
others, were by our Sayzour con- 

ES demn'd 
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 demn'd for the vileſt Hypocrites ; 
they laid heavy burdens oz others , 
which they themſelves would not touch 
with the leaſt of their fingers; And 
tis till the practice of their Fol- 
lowers, to Commend themſelves by 
Diſparaging of others; and to raiſe 
the Trophies of their own Honour , 
upon the Spoils and Ruins of their 
Neighbours. | 


Yea, this praftice is frequently 
made a Cloak, not only to cover, 
buc to a& under it the greateſt Vil- 
Janies: He that deligns to under- 
mine, or put a Cheat upon his 
Neighbour , ſhall iaveigh bitterly 
againlt the Iniquity of the times ; 
and complain much of the Lives 
and - Manners of other Men; and 
by that means feeks to gain the Cre» 
dit. of a Saint, rhat he may the 
betrer at the part of an Impoſtor. 
They that have a mind to advance 
themſelves, or to. intrude into places 
of | Power and Profit, ſhall inveigh 
againſt the Perſons, and find fault 
with the Actions of thoſe that are 
employed in them, and by this Art 
ſhall oft-times Prefer themſelves ad 
| | Lic 
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the Hindering or Diſpoſſeſling of better 


Men. 


Now this will lead us to conſider 
the evil and danger of this Artifice : 
for beſide the many and great Injuries 
that are hereby done to Mankind ; 
'tis uſurping the Throne of God , 
and incruding into his -T'ribunal; Who 
made thee a Judge? May be ask'd 
of all ſuch infolent Cenſurers of other 
Men , who intrude into this Office 
without any Commiſhon. Judge no- 
thing before the time , faith the Apo- 
ſtle; ſo that theſe Men foreſtal rhe 
Day of Judgment, and take God's. 


— > work out of his Hands, who: thus 


preſume to fit in. Judgment upon 
" their” Brethren, and pranounce Sen- 
tence in things that belong not to 
them; Who art thou (\axh the ſame 
Apoſtle) ' that judgeſt another may's 
ſervant ; to his own maſter he ſtands. 
or falleth ? So that this is a high af- 
front and indignity. offered to God 
thus to Arraign the AQtions of our - 
Fellow-Creatures ; and without any 
Authority to Condemn and paſs Sen- 
tence upon hus Servants. | 


And 
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And as the guilt hereof is oreat . 


F 


ſo is the danger of it no leſs ; for- 


the Juſtice of God cannot ſuffer ſuch 


an infolent invaſion of his Autho- 


rity to go unpuniſhed ; Thinkeft thou, 
O man, that juageſt another, that 


thou ſhalt eſcape the judgment of God? 


No; they jhall have judgment without 
mercy., who ſhew no mercy, and 
their damnation is juſt, who are ſo 
ready upon all occaſions to Condemn 
their Brethren. Our Bleſſed Saviour's 


Advice is, Juage not, that ye be mot 


Judged; for with what judzement ye. 


Judge , ye ſhall be judged; and with 
what meaſure ye mete, ſhall be mea: 
ſured to you again: Let him that is 


innocent caſt the firſt ſtone ; and if 


we cannot juſtify our felves:, we 
| ſhould not be ſo forward to. con- 
demn others: Therefore thou art in- 
excu{able, O man, that Junge]: for 
wherein thou judgeſt another', thou cons 


demneſt thy ſelf. 


I . ſhall conclude this Artifice , 
with that Advice given to the Pha- 
rifees; Thou Hypocrite \ firſt caſt out 
the beam out of thy own eye , _- 

| Fen 
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then ſhalt thou ſee clearly to caſt out 


the mote out of thy Brothers eye. 
I am, ; 


(Oz) 
LET TER VIL 


I. 1K, | 

[going that you have well conſi- 
deted the Laſt; I proceed now 
to a I 

Sixth Artifice of our Diſſenters, and 
that 1s, to ſtile the Lawful and Wile 
InjunQions of our Superiors, by the 
odious name of Impoſlitions ; a term 
importing more of fraud and doubſle- 
dealing, than truth and juſtice in them. 
This comes (faith one to juſtify the 
Impoſitions ; as if it were a crime to 
vindicate publick Orders and Conſti- 
tutions ;3- and to ſpeak up for them , 
were to be an abetter of Fraud, and an 
encourager of Impoſture : If we tell 
them of the unreaſonableneſs of Sepa- 
ration, they fly upon us with the milſ- 
chief of Impoſitions; and rather than 
own themſelves Schiſmaticks, will make 
their Governors lmpoſtors. 

But what is.the deſign of putting 
this ill name upon good Laws? Why, 
the plain deſign 1s to keep the yy 
| rom 
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from complying with them, and to 
hinder all Conformity and Obedience to 
them : Should. they ſuffer them to paſs 
under the ancient ſtile of Laws, Ordi- 
nances, or InjunQions, they might put 
in a juſt claim to an Obſervance of 
them, and the People be thereby tempt- 
ed to yield due Reverence and Obedi- 
ence-to them ; and therefore to prevent 
this, which would be the Ruin of their 
Cauſe, they muſt give them a bad 
name, which they know 'is the ready 
way to make them deſpis'd. Noncon- 
formity being a breach ' of wholſome 
Orders and Eſtabliſhments, is wholly 
ſupported by DYſobedience tothem; and 
-- therefore they muſt not be called Laws 
or Statutes, leſt rhe guilt of breaking 
them ſhould awaken their|Conſciences, 
and ſtare too much in their Face ; bur 
they muſt be branded. with the black 
CharaQter of Impolitions , thar they 
may with the better colour and preater 
fatety ſhake off the Obſervance of them. 
This will ſerve to keep the People from 
the Church, where' they are made to 
belteve, that they are only impos'd np- 
on; and keep them to the Conventi- 
cle, where they are told they are more 
faily and truly ucalt with, And how 

ufctul 
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uſeful this is to preſerve and propagate 
the Schiſm, is very eaſy to imagine. 
Again; By this device the Difſen- 
ters can ſhift off all the blame of the 
Diviſions from themſelves, and lay 
them at others doors ; which 1s indeed a 
great piece of Art, and ſtands them in 
good ſtead; for if they are charged 
with the danger and evil conſequents of 
our unchriſtian Diviſions and Separati- 
ons, they preſently throw off all the 
guiltof them from themſelves, and lay 
it upon the Impoſitions ; they , good 
men!. are 1n no fault, but they who 
have-made the yoke of Conformity 1n- 
tolerable, by laying roo much upon the 
- backs of their weak Brethren, and ma- 
king the Burthen too heavy for their 
tender Conſciences to bear ; by this Ar- 
tifice they ſeek cunningly to diſcharge 
themſelves of all the troubles and com- 
motions 1n theſe Kingdoms, which they 
put not upon their own ſtubbornneſs 
and diſobedience to good Laws, which 
is the true cauſe of them ; but upon 
their Governors for Impoſing upon 
them, and making the yoke of Go- 
vernment too heavy and hard to be 
born, 


But 


( 65 ) 


But what are thoſe T.aws whuclk 
they fix this odious brand upon, 
and call by . the vick-name ci Impo- 
{itions?. 

Why, they are the good Orders 
and Conſtiturions of the Church, 
appointed” only for the external Re- 
verence and Decency of Divine Wor- 
ſhip; *tis the Liturgy and Difc ipline 
of the Church that. muit go under 
this infameus CharaQer, to keep their 
Followers trom all due Submiſſion 
and Obed:ence to them. And as the 
wit Enemies of Chriit:anity. arrayed 
- the ancient . Chriſtians in, Bear-Skins 
and Goat-Skins, . that they might be 
the more worried and baited by t the 
Multitude; fo have the, Architeas of 
Schiſm oy this vile Title on, whole- - 
{ome Orders, to make them the more 
hated and abhorred by the People. 

Hence we rcad, "That when King 
Chatles the Firit, out. of a Pious Len) 
for. the Unity and Uniformity of all 
the Churches in hiz Dominzons, Or- 
dered a Liturgy to be Compoſed and 
Uſed in the Church of Scotland, which 
was 'no more than hath been practi- 
ſed in all- Chriſtian - Churches, and 
well enough became a Chriſtian Prince 

1 | £0 


(66) 
todo; What loud out-cries againſt Im- 
poſitions were raiſed by lome Turbulent 
and FaCtious Spirits ur that Kingdom ? | 
Who thereupon brake out in an unnatu- 
ral Warand Rebellion again{ttheir Law- 

ill Sovereign: ; yea, and had the Impu- 
den to0 to charge all that Blood upon 

at Pious Prince, which was wickedly 
ſhed by thote Impious "Fraytors. By 
which we plainly fee. the miſchief of 
this Device. 

And though abnodanciy enough bath 
heen Written by our own and Foreign 
Divines, to take of this falſe Imputa- 
Lion, Vt. the cry+ mult ftill go on, to 
continue and propagate the Schiſm. 

But what 151t that,makes the, Burthen 
of Thr ons (as they . call them) 
heavy? Why + 

Firſt; "Tis the giving of . Aﬀſent and 
Conient to all that 15.contain'd in, and 
preſcrib'd by the Bobk of Common- 
. Preyer. This they are continually buz- 
Zing in the Fars of the People, though 
th cy areNo way concerrd 11 1t, and To 
fright them from the Communion of 
the Church by their teigned and 1magi- 
nary Scare-Crows ; for this is no where 

required of them, and conſequently 
there can be no reaſon of fi i1ghting _ 
; WIL 
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with this Bugbear , but only to keep 
them from the publick Worſhip. The 
Miniſter indeed, who 1s to oiter up the 


publick Prayers of the Church, is re- 


quired to give his Aﬀent to them : And 


can ahy thing be more reafonable, thav 
that he that is called to this Office, 

ſhould be ſatisfied in the Soundneſs of 
the publick Devotion ; Is it ht that any 
| ſhould Officiate this way, who doubts 
of the Truth or Uſefulneſs of the pub- 

lick Service ? Muſt not this occation 
great Coldnels and Hyporcrific in the 
Worſhip of God ? It they.think the 
{erving c God by the Common-Prayer, 


be a Service pleaſing unto him, W by | 


can they.not Aſſent and Conlen at r0 ir ? 
If they do not, How can they be tit ro 
Officiate, or indeed at any time to join 
in the Uſe of it? So that this; if well 
conſidered, will be found rather a need- 
leſs Cavil, than a juſt Exception againſt 
the preſcr bed Worſhip. But 

2aly. The Impoling Ths, and no Other , 
adds to the weight of the Impoſit! 0n5, 
and makes the Burthen too heavy. 

How fo ? 1s not a ſtanding Liturgy, 


containing all rhe Offices of Religion, X 


ſufficient © to all the ends of Piety and 
Deyorion ? Are not Peace, Unity, and 


I 2 Order, 


7 
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Order, heft preſerved by one Un:9rm 
Eſtabliſhed way of Worſhip? Are 
Men impoled upon, unlets they are left 
free to what way of Worſhip they 
pleaſe, which neceſſarily breeds Confu- 
fon and every Evil work? Of this our 
own fad Experience may abundantly 
fatisfy us, and withall pla;nly ſhew the 
fallacy of this Artifice. | 
Now the miſchief of this Device 1s 
too viſible both in Church and State; 
tor the crying out upon Impoſitions, 
and branding-good Laws with that odt- : 
ous Name, hath kept many from all 
Obeilience to them, In ſhort, this hath 
bred a contempt of Authority, and in- 
volv'd whole Kingdoms in Blood and 
 Confulicn, | 

But there is another .branch of this 
Artiftice, and that ts, 'The fitting the 
juit Pcraltics of wholſom Laws, by 
che -hacetul Name of Perfecution': 'This 
5 a Pian coniequent of the former ; 
tor when Vien think themſelves impoſdd 
upon by publick Orders and Conſtituti- 
ons, they will toon think themſelves 
Periecuted when they are Puniſhed for 
the breach of them ;- hence we find the 
D:ftenters ofren fctting up the cry of 
Periecution, by whichthey would have 

their 


2» hy 


their Governors to oe thought Tyrants, 
and themſeives the Saints thar fuTer un- 
. der them; ya, they compare rheir 
Condition to that of the Primitive 
Chriſtians,' and would make {te World 
believe, tliat when they are puniihed 
for the breach of Unity, Peace, and Or-- 
' der, they are as much perſecuted, as 
thoſe firſt Chriſtians in all their Suffer- 
ings for the Truth of Chriſtianity, 
But this Artrice being aiready fully 
detected, I ſhall add no more here, but 
refer you to it. Tam, 
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LET TER VIII 


OR, 


QU fee the Miſchief of calling 

things by wrong Names, as 
7710 publick laws by "the Name of 
Impo! tions, and the Penalties annex*d 
to the Breach of them, by the Name of 
Perſecution ; which hath made man y 
too careleis of the one, and fearlels of 
the other, . 1 come now to 

A Seventh Artifice of Difſenters, and 
that is, to keep the People in I-no; ance 
oi the Nature and Danger of Schiſm, 
* eile £0 iced them with w rong Not1- 

15 ana Conceits Of It, 

-Tnde ed the Rowijo, Prieſts are not 
more 4rudtous to conceal the Corrupti- 
ons of tizeir Church, than theſe Men 
are to diiguiſe the Errors of the Con- 
venticle. | 
_Ths 5s cvident in the Matter of 
Schitm ; ; for though it be one of the 
orcateſt t Sins that can be committed, be- 
INT a tearinz in pieces the Body of 
Chrilt; and as far exceeds any Giher 


[4 ) 
\ ico, 
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Vice, as rending one Limb trom ano- 
ther 15 worſe than a Corrupt Humour ; 
yet the People muſt not know 10 much, 
the guilt of 1t muſt be hid from their 
Eyes; yea, it mult be loold on rather 
as a Dury , than a Crime ; and Separa- 
tion from the Communion of the Efta- 
bliſh'd Church, mult be a with-draw-. 
ing from the Sy nazogue of Satan, If 
any Church-man {hall preſume to fer 
forth the heinouſiieſs of this Sin, or 
maxe 1ſo boid as to charge Dil 2ntors 
with it, they are taught to call it Rail- 
Ing : and initcad of reformina 5 the Evil 
in their own Per {ons, mult agree tOge- 
ther to run down the Preacher : - this 15 
too well known in experience to need 
any proof ; for none ever reproved this 
G11 in them, but they faidl he Railed ; 
and though 3 it be Zeal and Ducy 10 them 
” inveigh againit the Vaults ot others, 
*tis Malignity of Svirit, and Hatre 1 
T the Power of Go: Uinehs, © lay open 
their Milcarriages. 

But are theſe Men a all ths while free 
from the guilt of this Sin, which they 
are ſo unwilling to hear ol ! ? 

No, notor iouſly guilty Ci it; for a 
cauſeleſ; Separation from a trac C! mreh, 
15 by the Confeffion of their 0'vn Ie ch 

TT ers, 
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ers, acknowiedged to be the Sin of : 
Schiſm, as they oiten declared in their 
Arguings againſt the Browniſts of old, 
and the ScQarics, of later Days. Now 
the Wiieit of them generally own the 
Church ot. England to be a True 
Church, and none or them with all 
their sk:1l have ever {new?d any jult 
caule tor Separation irom ii ; and there- 
fore br eaking from the Wor ſhip and 
Communicu "of 3 it, cannot poſiibly be 
excuicd irom Schim. 

How then comes 1t to paſs, that their 
Teachers conceal this from them, and 
not only ſuffer this gvilt' to lie Upon 
them, but lead and CNCOUrag! them too 
In that evil; which themlelves COn- 
demn 33 others? 

Why, tho plain Reaſon is to pr elerve 
and upho o:d the Party; for ſhou'd the 
Feople once know the nature and dan- 
ger of Schim, and be ſ{enlitle how 
gwity they arc of 1 it, the D.itenting 
Cauſe will fall to the ground, and 
the whole Þbutiineis of the *Conventicle 
be ſoon at an cnd; and therefore to pre- 
vent that, the People mutt be kept in 
j2norance of their Duty, teſt they 
ſhould return to it; and not be permit- 


ted to know the evilof Separation, let 
they 
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they ſhould turn from it. So that Tg- 
norance too isthe Mother of theſe Mens 
Devotion ; and they who ſpeak fo much 
of their great Light, are merely led on 


and kept in Darknels. 


But by what Arts do theſe Men thus 
hoodwink and blind the Eyes of the 
People? Why, | 

To hinder them from the knowledge 
_ of Schiſm, they keep them as much as 
poſſible from hearing any Diſcourſes of 
it ; they permit them not to Read thoſe 
Books that would diicover to them the 
Evil of it: If they hear of #ny Book 
written to that purpole, or tind it put 
Into the hands bf any of their Follow- 
ers, they caution them againft it as a 
dangerous Piece, and tending tolubvert 
the Power of Godlineſs. Thus do they? 
keep their Followers in Ignorance by the 
{ame methods the Row{b Prieſts do 
the1rs.” | 

It any of their Teachers publiſh any 
thing, though never {o mean, to hide 
the Schifm, and harden their Followers 
in 1t, they ſend it- about 10 "Iriumph, 
Poſcing in up like Quack. Bills in Mar- 
ket-places, and other places of reſort; 
thereby ſpreading it among, the geluded 

ns A Vul- 
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Vulgar, who are apt to magnifie the 
Performance, to leſſen the Sin. 

But if, notwithitanding their endea- 
vours, the Eyes of any begin to open, 
and they come to.ſce the Error of their 
ways, great care 1s taken to put out 
that Light, and to itifle ſuch Convi- 
ctions : It by any means they ſmell out 
the danger of Sch;iſm, they make them 
believe it to be only a Theological Scare- 
Crow, whereby Men in Power would 
enforce their own Pictates. But 1s 
breaking the Peace and Unity of the 
Church a mere Scare-Crow ? Is the di- 
viding of Chriſt himſelf, and rending 
in ſunder the Communion of Saints, 
which 1s the nature of Schiſm, only a 
Bughear to fright Fools and Children ? 
Certainly they can be no living Mem- 

*bers of Chriſt's Body, who are 1o 1n- 
ſenſible of theſe Convullions. 


But they tell them farther, 'T hat the 


Papiſts charge us with the ſame guilr, 
and brand us as much for Schiſmaticks 
as we do them. - But 

Is there the ſame reaſon ? Have not: 


* the Terms of their Communion been 


piainly proved to be Sintul, and fuch as 
we cannot fately join in ? And hath this 
been cver proved cf ours? Nay, Do 

not 
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not themſelves own the contrary o 
their Occaſional Communion with us ? 
And, I hope, there is ſome Difte- 
rence between a voluntary departing 


from the Church, and being driven - 
from '1t. 


But to keep them gn their Schiſm, 
they add, That the Terms of Com- 
munion ſhould be only Scriptural and 


' Unexceptionable ; - whereas Ours are 


Doubtful, and ſuch againſt which ma- 


ny have great Scruplies and Excepti- 
Ons. 


But 1s there any. thing, how wiſely 
{oever order'd, again{t which weak and 


-wilful Perſons may not entertain ſome 


Scruples ? May not cunning and delign- 
ins Men raiſe a miſt beiore the Eyes 
of the People, and keevy them from Ci{- 
cerning the cleareſt Truths? And mult 
{uch artificial Doubts jultle out a plain 
and neceſſary Duty ? I hope the Wiſ- 
dom of Superior may direct and over- 
rule in cafe of Douvis, and their Autho- 
rity may carry weight enough to weigh 
down ſuch Scruples. 


BW 
Wh en they are beaten out of theſe 
Subterfuges, they tell the Pcopic, I hat 
IS im 


» 

Schiſm 1s a and & from the Commu- 
nion of the Catholick Char ch, not of 
This, or That particular. Church ; {0 
that they may continue Members of 
Chriit's Church 1n general, though they 
divide from the National or Pariſh- 
Church where they live. 

But 1s there any Communicating with 
the Catholick Church, without "being 
in Communion with ſome particular 
Church ? Can a Member belong to che 
Body, that 15 not joined to any Part of 
it? No more can any be a Member of 
Chriſt's Body, that is divided from that 
part of it where he lives : So that if the 
Charch of England be a ſound Part 
of the Carholick Church, as 1s gene- 
rally owned by -all ſober Diſſenters, 
we cannot divide from it, without 
dividing from the Whole, and {epa- 
rating . from © the Catholick Church of 
Chrilt. 


But farther, to palliate and propa- 
gAtC their Schiſm, they tell them, That 
"Lis 'no unjuſt Separation, till it proceed 
ſo far as to deny the Faith ; and whilſt 
they "EP the Chriſtian Faith, they can- 
not juſtly: be charged wilt Schiſm, © 


But 
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But 1s there no difference beteweert 
Apoſtacy and Schiſm ? Is it not one 
thing to deny the Faith, and another 
to forſake the Commnnion of the 
Church ? May not fome be pretty 
found, and tenacious too, of the Chri- 
ittan Faith, and fo be neither Hereticks 
nor Apolſtates, who yet may Sepa- 
rate from the Worſhip and Commu- 

10n of the Church, and fo be jultly 
branded for Schiſmaticks ? Do not. all 
the ancient Fathers in their Diſputes 
with the Hereticks, carefully diſtin- 
euiſh between th cle Two? May we 
not ſee ſome breaking the Unity and 
Communion of the Church, who yet 
do not renounce there Creed, or ny 
the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith ? 
The confounding theſe Two, hath 
not only confounded their Notions, 
but brought great Contuſion into the 
Church. 

And yet at other times they. would 
perſuade them, 'I hat Schiſm 1s onl 
a breach of Love and Charity with- 
in the Church, and ſignifies rio more. 
than Diviſions and Contentions among 
the Members of the fame Church, in 
crying up, difterent Teachers, as it 
happened in the Church of Cs; inth, 

when 


a 
when oze ſaid, 1 = of Paul, another, 
] am of Apollo, &c. and this, fay they, 
begot thoſe Sidings and Factions, 
which the Apoſtle there calls and re- 
proves by the Name of Schiſms. 

Well ; But if thoſe lefier.Differen- 
ces and Sidings amons the Members 
of the ſame Church, be by the Apo- 
. ftle ſtiled Schiſms, and condemn*d as 


occaſions of great Heats and Animo- 


ſities, How much more muſt thoſe 
greater Variances of breaking Com- 


murzon, and ſetting up Separate Meet- 
ings and Ways of Worſhip againſt 


each other be condemn'd tor ſuch ? 
And how naturally thele' things tend 


" 


plain, by thoſe flames of Contention 


which theſe ſparks have already kin- 


aled. | | 


But there is one thing more by 


which they miflead unwary People 
in this matter, that muſt- not be paſ- 


ſed by, and that is, ther making 


them believe, That an A& of Parlia- 


ment by granting a Toleration hath 
taken off the Schiſm, and removed 
the guilt of it ; for we find the Ring- 
Eeader of the Party venting; this wild 
: Re Not 


to deſtroy Love and Charity, © 1s too 


9.» &; _ 
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Notion, viz. © It the Supreme Au- Baxter's 
& thor! ity looſen our Obligation to the— Gs 
« Pariſh Meeting, the Iniquity upon** 3 1. 
« this. account 1s not to be found, 
« and the Schiſm is gone ; lo here! 
* faith he, a - way opened for the 
« Parliament (if they pleaſe) to rid 
'< both the trouble and ſcruple of 
* Schiſm out of the Land. 
Bur an they rid the Sin and Guilt 
of it too out of ' the Land? If nor, 
*tis fit the Scruple Nee rouble of it 
too {ſhould remain-to keep Men from 
it; the Peace and Unity of the Church 
is given 1n ſtrict Charge by Chriſt. 
and his Apoſtles to all the Members 
of it; And is any Earthly Power ” 
able to looſen this Obligation ? Can | 
Human Laws vacate the Authority | 
and Obligation of Divine Laws ?.If 
lo, we might invert the Apoſtle's 
Queſtion, and lay, *tis fitter to Obey 
men than God. The Parliament in- 
deed may take off the Temporal Pe- 
nalties, which themſelges have annex?d 
ro the Sin of Schiſm ; but the Guilt 
and Obligation to Eternal Puniſhmear, 
| can be taken oft by none but God 
only, who hath laid 1t upon it. 


And 
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And yet there is one way by which 
the Parliament may rid this evil out of 
the Land, and that 1s, by Removing 
Schiſmatical 'T cachers, and ouppreſſing 
Seditious Conventicles: And that wh LY 
the Iniquity of it may not be found, and 


the Schiſm may be gone. Lam, 


Tons, 


A. B. 
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SIR, 
Shewed in'my laſt, the Diſlenters ar- 
tificial concealing the nature and 
- guilt of Schiſm , and their feeding the 
People with falſe Notions of it, to con- 
tinue and increaſe their Party, I pro- 
ceed now to : 
Another Artifice to this end, and that 
is, their miitaking or miſinterpreting 
ſundry Paſſages of Holy Scripture, - 
whereby they wreſt it from the true 
_ ſenſe, and draw it in to ſerve their own 
-purpole. Fo 
__Andhereinagainthey are the Follow- 
ers of the Phariſees, who by their falſe 
Gloſſes, and perverſe Interpretations, 
made void the Law of God, Of this 
many Inſtances may be given ; and 
that you may be the better fatishied of 
this Device, I ſhall ſingle out a few. | 
And the firſt I ſhall mention of 
theſe, ſhall be that of Dewt. 4. 2. Te 
ſhall not add unto the word which I com- 
mand you, neither ſhall ye diminiſh ought 
| | G from 
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from it; that ye may keep the command- 
rents of the Lord your God, which I 
command. you, 

From this Scripture they infer, That 
the Church of Ezz/azd hath made ſe- 
veral Additions to the Word of God, 
and fo turn the fault of the Schiſm up- 


on her, by clogging its Communion: 


whith ſuch uncommanded Conditions, 
Now the plain ſenſe of. thoſe Words 1s 
this, © Ye ſhall not Tranſgreſs the 
* Commandments of God, by _ 
* any thing contrary to them, whic 

*1s to add tothem ; or by onutting any 


* thing required by them, which 1s to 


«* diminiſh from them. "Now let the 
Wieſt of them ſhew any one thing 
Appointed by the Church, that 1s for- 
bidden by the Word of God, or omit- 
ting any thing required by it, and then 
we {hall own the Charge ; but it they 
cannot do this, which had been done 
long {ince, it 1t could have been done 
at all, they muſt excuſe us it we take 
them not only for falſe Expoſitors of the 


Holy Scriptures, but falſe Accuſers of 


_ the Holy Church. w_ 
The Additions there forbidden, are 
to the Subſtance of God's Word, by 
making other and more Precepts and 
Le Pro» 
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Prohibitions than that hath made, and 
adding new ſubſtantial Parts of Divine 
Worfhip ; but cannot with any congru- 
ity of ſenſe be extended to the Circum-. 
{tantials of it, as 'Time, Place, Habit, 
Geſture, and the like ; which though 
not particularly . determuned 1n Holy 
Scripture, are yet neceflarily implied 
in the general Rules of Order, Decency, 
and Edification required in 1t. _ 

And yet theſe Men will never leave 

.asking that Queſtion, Who hath required xg, .,,,, ' 
theſe things at your hands? Though the 
nature of the Thing, the general Rules 
of God's Word, and the Power ſet up 
by Chriſt in his Church, to which we 

owe Obedience, have exprelly required 
theſe things from us. | 

Yea, theſe rare Expoſitors have un- 
wittingly fallen into that very Evil 
themſelves, which » they condemn in 
others, by making more things Unlaw- 
fall, than God's Word hath made 1o; 

and Forbidding many things which are 
no where Forbidden by it ; which 1s a 

- plain Addition to the Subitance of Re- 

_ ligion, 
- . But thoſe words of Jeremy (day Jer. 7.31: 
theſe Men), They built the high places of "> 
Tophet, to burn their ſons and their daugh- 

| G 2 ters 
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ters in the jire, which. I commanaed them 
not, neither. came it into my heart ;, lay 
the ſtreſs of the Provocation, not upon 
doing what God had Forbidden, but 1n 
doing what he had not Commanded 
them, | 
But how often muft theſe Men be 
told, -and by ſome of their own Party 
too, that the meaning of thole words, 
which I commanded them not, 1s the ſame 
with what I had forbidden them ; for lo 
the thing there referred to expreſly was, 
viz, their offering: their chilaren unto 
Moloch : Yea, that Phraſe, which I com- 
manded them not,. 1s in the Old Teſtament 
enerally applicd to what God had For- 
bidden : They offered ſtrange fire which 
the. Lord commanded not, | &vit. 10. 1. 
that is, which he had forbidden them : 
They worſhipped other Gods which I have 
ot commanaed, 1,6. Which I have for- 
bidden. | 
So rhat to make it neceſlary to have 
an expreſs Command tor every Circum- 
ſtance of Divine Worſhip, and to 
charge the doing any thing 1n it with- 
out {ſuch a Command, for an Addition 
to God's Word, is.it. felf a plain Addi- 
tion tot, where no ſuch thing 15 either 
mentionec| or required :: Yea, the mi- 


itake 


C551 
Rake hereof hath been'ſo frequently and 
ſo fully laid open, that they mult be paſt 
all ſhame}; that have the ace to ment1- 
or it any more. - 

Another Text perver ted by theſe Ar- 
tifts, 1s that of Joſhaa 7. 13. .where 

Joſhua is commanded to "Sanftific the 
Peaple, becauſe there was an Accurſed 
thing among them, which mult be ta- 
ken : away , ” before Iſrael could have 
Peace, or ſtand befors their Enemies. 
Now :this Accurſed - thing was 4 
goodly" Babyloniſh ga#ment , itwo hundred 
ſhekels of ſibuer, and a wedet of gold of 
fifty ſhekels ; which Achan' hat Pole and 

id in, the . earth in the 'midst of his 
tent; ver. 2x. which being done contra= 

to' the Covenant and Command of 
God, he troubled 1/-ael, who could find 
no reſt, till Joſhua, by God's Command, 
deſtroy? d this Accurſed thing, and Burnt 
Achan who had purloined 1 it, 

But what uſe do theſe Expoſitors 
make of this Scripture ? Why, a good- 
ly one indeed ; the accarſed thing, "muſt 
be the Common-Pray er; the Babyloniſh 
garment, the Surplice : the wedpe of 
gold, the Croſs, and other Cer emonies; 
rhe [bekels of ſilver , the Confecrated 
Yellgls of the T emple ; and theſe being 


G 3 EE : 


( -86 ) 

ſet up as ſo many Idols in the Temple, 
mult be all-removed before there can be 
any. Peace 1n J/rael, Is not: this a'rare 
Expoſition 2 May not a pregnant Fanc 

interpret all theſe in a different ſenſe, 
_ calling the Covenant, the accarſed thing, 
which would give "Three Nations no 
Peace till x.was removed ; may not the 
Babyloniſh garment be the long: Cloak, 
which' hath been made a' Covering, for 
much Rapine,, ' Oppreſſion,,' and Diffi- 
mulation ? May not the weave of gold, 
-be the great Idol. of Presbytery? And 
the ſilver ſpekets., the Silver." Trumpets 
that {ounded the-Alarm' to: War, and 
after cried. up the great.Diama' of the 
Epheſians ? 'All- which being< ſet up as 
the abomination of dejolation tm the' ho- 


ly place, muſt be deſtroyed before! the 


Nation can be reſtored". to Peace and 
Franquillity, If they do not like this 


Expoſition, let them, take heed how 
they ofer at the hike, ſince you ſee an 
ordinary Wit may wrelt {uch Paſſages 
to any purpole. 

I {hall mention but one 'Fext more at 
preſent, that hath been abuſed by theſe 
Interpreters, and that 1s, that of St. Paz, 
in the 1 Cor. to. 32. Give 10 offence, 
neither to the Jews, wor to the Greeks, nos 
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fo the Charch of God. In which words 


the Apoſtle exhorted the firſt Chriſtians 


to walk-fo warily and inoffenſively, as 


not to hinder the Converſion of any, 


that neither Jew nor Geztile might be- 
kept off from embracing Chriſtianity, 
or harden'd in their enmity and oppoſi- 
tion againſt it; and the plain ſenſe and 
uſe we are to make of it, 15 to ve- 
ware that we do not lay any ſtum- 
bling-block in the way of Chriſti- 
ans, or be unto them an occaſion of 
falling. 


But what ſenſe do theſe Learned In- 
terpreters put upon theſe words ? 
Why, they take Ofence there men- 
tioned by the Apoſtle, not for an 


occaſion ,of Sin, but for any thing 


that diſcontents or difpleaſes; and ” 
would have Superiors take heed of 
enjoining any thing. that may grieve ar 
diſpleaſe the Godly Party, meanin 

themſelves; and inde2d they are {3 
tender, that a ſmall matter will 
grieve them; yea, if they have not 
their way, like froward Children, 
*twill be hard ſometimes to keep them 
quiet ; and ſo would have, not the 
Wiſdom of Superiors, but their own 
oo | G 4 Fan- 
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Fancies and Humours, the meaſure of 
Government. An admirable Expoſiti-' 
on to ſerve their purpoſe ! and a fin- 
gular Device to pleaſe and propagate : 
the Party ; which 15 too well known to 
be farther inſiſted upon by 


Tonrs, 


A. B. 
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LETTER Xe: 


OIR, 


Nother Artifice of Diſſenters to 
uphold their Schiſm, 1s to pro- 
mote the Intereſt of the Party, and to 
confine the Offices of Kindneſs and Cha- +. 5. 
rity to thoſe of their own Sect. This was 
likewiſe the way of the Pharjſees, of 
whom our Saviourobſerv'd, Mat.5.46,47. 
That they would only ſalute their own bre- 
thren, and do good to none but ſuch as did 
ao good to them ;, meaning, that they made 
thoſe of their own Se& the ſole Objefs 
of their Courtefie and Beneficence. We 
read of the Samaritans, that they would 
{carce ſhew the way to a Jew, or per- 
form the common Offices of Humanity 
and Hoſpitality, but to. thoſe .of their 
own Party ; and therefore we find, 
that when our Saviour was paſſing 
through a Village of the Samaritans, 
they denied him and his Diſciples all 
Entertainment , becauſe his face was as 
thouzh he would go to Jeruſalem, Luke 9. 
922 93e | 
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 ALearned Divine hath obſerved of 
the Dozatijls of Old, "That they con- 
fin'd all as of Benevolence and Civi- 
lity to thoſe of their Set; and upheld 
their Separation from the Catholick 
Church, by the Artifice of Trade; for 
they would employ none to Till their 
ground, or to be their Stewards, hut 


Juch as eſpouſed their Opinion; and fo 


| kept up their Party, merely by Trading 


within themſelves. 
And hath not this Device been made 
vſe of to the ſame purpoſe 1n our Days? 


Hath not Intereſt and Trade had a great 


in our Divifions? Have not forne, 
on whom others depend for their Work 
and. Subſliſtence, employed none but 
thoſe of their own Faction? And have 
not many of the meaner fort been 
tempted to Separate Meetings, merely 
to find encouragement from them ? 
May we not ce their great diligence 11: 
promoting thoſe of the Party ro Place 
of Truſt *and Profi t, yea, iN rd ri a 
Matches too, whicl: they generally do 
within the Tr ;be, not only to keep up 


the Old Stock, but to breed a new Race 


of Diiſenters ? Theſe, things are too 
common apd notorious to need any 
Proot. Ces 

Now 
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. Now how ſerviceable this Stratagem 
is.to ſupport and increaſe the Party, is 
eaſie to conceive; for Intereſt being the 
great W heel that puts the World in mo- 
tion, that which beit promotes and ſets 
that a going, ſhall be ſure to have ma- 
ny Followers : We read of ſome that 
follow?d our Saviour for the loaves, John 
6. 26, 66. and when they failed , walk- 
ed no more with him 5 and there are ma- 
ny ſtill, that eſpouſe a Party to get 
Bread ; andenter into a {ſeemingly Reli- 
gious Company, the better to carry on 
and advance their Trade.' Weare told 
of ſome, whoſe gain t their greateſt godli- 
neſs ; -and though -o man car ſerve God 
and Manmon, yet theſe will be ſerving 
of Mammon, even when they appear 
the moſt Zealous: Servants of ' God. 
Their Teachers too are bulic to promote 
the Intereſt of their Followers, the bet- 
ter to promote their own'; and labour 
hard to advance their "Trade, that they 


.may have the richer Prize, and make 


the better Merchandize of them. The 
Apoſtle makes mention of ſome #zr«ly, 


. wain talkers and decervers, who ſabvert 


wbole houſes, teaching things that they 
ought not, for filthy Iucres ſake, Tit; 1. 
Io, 11, and of thoſe he declares, that 

what- 
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whatever pretences they may nidke, 
they ſerve not ogr Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but 
their own belly, Rom. 16. 17. The love 
of money, faith St. Paul, 1'1im, 6, 10, 
zs the root of all evil; and eſpecially of 
the evils of Error and Diviſions; for 
while fome have coveted it ( faith he) 
they have erred from the faith, This | 
hath made ſome forward to vent, and 
others as ready to receive and be carried 
about with ſfrozg aeluſrozzs; arnd you 
need not doubt, but many- wil be {till 
Coining New Doctrines for their Diſct- 
ples, whilft they can thereby Coin or 
Procure'New Money tor themſelves. 
-'So that conſidering what a mighty 

influence worldly Intereſt hath + upon 
the Minds of Men, tis no wonder that 
Seducers fiſh for *Proſelytes with: this 
Bait, and that fo many are cqught and 
ted away by 1&7 75 | 
| But does Chriſtianity allow the re- 

{training our Charity to a Party? No; 
{o far from 1t, that it extends 1t to all 
Men ; yea, to our very Enemies ; for 
our Blefſed Saviour hath b:4 us, Matzr. 
' $. 44. to love our enemies, ta do good to 
them that hate us, and pray for them that 
deſpitefully aſe and perſecnte us; this 1s 
$0 ſhew our ſelves chlarer of our Fake 
ES ns which 
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which is in heaven ;, who cauſeth the Sun 
to ſhine upon all men, and ſexdeth rain 
promiſcnuouſly en the good and bad, ver. 45. 
Tis a narrow and contracted Charity 
that 1s confined to a Sect, which our 
Saviour ſharply -1cbuked in the Phari- 
fees ; If ye love them (faith he) that 
love you, what reward have you ? ao not 
even the Publicans the ſame? And if you 
ſalute your brethren only, what do you 
more than others? do not the very Pub- 
licans ſo? ver. 46, 479, This 1s a fort 
Mercenary and Hucitering Love, that 
is to be found in the worſt of Men, who 
place there Benefits rhere where they 
may have them again with greater acd- 
vantage ; and ſerve a Party, only to 
ſerve their own Honour and Intereſt ; 


Which 15 not to love our Nezghbour but 


our ſelves, and therefore Chrift wills us 
to be perfect, as our heavenly Father is 
perfett ; meaning, that we thould cy- 
tend our Kindnefles, as God doth his 
Bleſſings, upon all Mankind, . and avo:d 
diſtinQions in the common Offices of 
Humanity and Charity. 

Indeed herein mainly conſifts the 
evil of this Artifice, that 4t naturally 
tends to deſtroy. Love, and to nouriſh 
FaQuon ; for the contracting theſe _ 

an 
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and offices of Kindneſs to a Party, con- 
traQts the Heart and Aﬀections too, and 
ſhuts out others from. any ſhare in it, 
for none will admit them into their 
Hearts, who find themſelves excluded 
from. theirs ; mutual Converſation and _ 
Kindneſs beget an univerſal Love and & 
Good-will to Mankind ; but reſtraining / 
them within the Limits of a Sect, reſtrains 

. the Bowels too, and may beget indeed 

a Love to ſome, but breeds a Hatred 
and Averfation from many more. Thus 

1s too. evident ' in Towns, Countries, 
and Families, to need any proof ; for 
Experience ( which 1s the plaineſt Ar- 
.gument ) ſhews us how differences in 
Religion ſowre the Minds, and alie- 
nate the Aﬀections from one another. 
Mens withdrawing 1n their Commerce, 

15 ſoon followed with a withdrawing in 
their Communion ; and they that can- 
-Not meet together in God's Houſe, can 
ſeldom meet together in their own. So 
that confining the offices of Commerce 
and Charity to a Party, naturally. de- - 
ſtroys the Love that is due to Mankind, 
and ſervesonly tocheriſh a FaQtion. Yea, 

It tends to promote Hypocrilie as well 
'as Diviſion, for many needy Perſons by 

: this means eſpoule a Sect, not to ſerve 

bY God, 


F 


| 
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God, but the better to help theraſelves, 
and become Proſelytes, that they may 
become Favourites of the Party. Thus 
do they make their Religion rruckle t6 
their worldly Intereſt ; and under a 
colour of ſerving God, are all the while 
ſerving of Mammoz ; which is a mock- 
ing of God, and one of the vileſt pieces 
of Hypocriſte. _ - 

The Presbyterians highly bland this 
of old, and proved Indeperxdency a Fatti- 
on, by their making ule of this Strata- 
gem, for they drew many Proud Am- 
bitious, and Covetous Perſons into 
their Set, by the hopes of Offices and 
other places of Profit and Truſt ; they 
made many Proſelytes of needy, decay- 
ed, and broken Tradeſmen, by helping 
them ta live, and putting them in a way 
to get ſomething ; they encreaſed their 
Party, by befriending only fuch as turn'd 


to-them : This they condemn'd in the 


Independents, as the way to make Men 
Hypocrites, and ſhewed them to a& 
not by any Principles of Duty and Con- 
ſcience, but by the wheels of Intereſt 
and Ambition. And may we not fee 
them daily. playing the ſame Game ? 
Do not the Sectaries increaſe- and 
{trengthen their Parties, by ray. 

| | __ thE 


l 
: 
} 
| 
| 
i 
l 
[. 


X44 + 2X7 EEE OTC AE PIE Don Es a 


( 96) 


the Trade, procuring of Matches, and 
many other ways of -befriending ſuch 


45S come over to them ? 


' I know you cannot be fo great a 
ſtranger to the ways of thoſe Men, as 
to be 1gnorant of theſe things. Iam, 


STK, 


= 


ASH 
LETTER Xb 


IIR, 


Nother Artifice of Diflenters to 
{Z A {upport their Schiſm, 15 their 
workings upon the Weakneſs, the 
WilfulneS, and the Diſcontents. of 
the People, to ſerve their own Ends 
upon them. "This Artihce hath "Three 
Branches, which muit be particularly 


laid] Ope il; 


Thi Firſt is, Their working upon the 
Weakneſs of the People, and maki ng 


uſe of their I ignorance to betray them 


There are many among the Vulgar, 


' who for ,want of. being train'd up 


betimes in the way that they ſhould 
oo, have: gone aſtray ever 4 :- and 
being never well ſettled in the Princi- 
ples of Religion, have been fickle and 
unſtable in all their ways : Such as 
theſe le open to the Cratt and Sub- 
tilty of Seducers, and are ealily Pcr- 
verted by them. Tis not to be doubt- 
ed, but that there are many well- 
H - meaning 


>" 0708 


. 
(95). 
meaning Perſons, who walk on in the 
ways of Separation in the ſimplicity. 
of their Hearts, that were firſt mif-led 

into them through the ſimpliciry of * 
their Heads; for fo St. Pax! obſerves 
_ of ſome, 'That by good words and fair 
ſpeeches deceive the hearts of the ſum- 
ple, Rom. 15. 18. Such Men for lack 
of timely Inſtruction, remain Chik 
dren in Underſtanding, and hke them 
too, are toisd to and tro from Sect 
to* Sect, and-carricd about with every 
wind of Doctrine. | 
Now *tis ſuch as theſe that Diſlen- 
ters work molt upon, taking advan- 
tage of their blind Zeal to mil- lead and 
impoſe upon them ; hence you may 
objerve their Followers to conlfitt 
chiefly of the Weaker Sex; who be-. 
ing led more by Fancy than Judg- 
ment, are the eaſieſt to be drawn 1n- 
to the ſnare, and the hardeſt to be 
recovered out of it. A melting Tone, 
a Whining Voice, aftetted Phraſes; 
vehement Geſtures, and the like, have 
impoſed upon the Weakneſs of ma- 
ny, who have taken ſuch falfe Fire 
tor true Zeal, and thought 'T hat to be 
Religion, which 1s nothing elſe but 
Phrenzy or Delign. 
Now 
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Now the Evil of this Artifice muſt 
be obvious to any, that will obſerve the 

dangerous Errors, and monſtrous Opt- 
nions, rhat many have been drawn into 
by this Sleight of Men, and cunning 
Crattiaels, whereby they | ay In: wait to 
Deceirve ; for theſe Men have | {trangely 
1mpoled upon the Credulity of the Vul- 
gar, and drawn them not only into bad . 
Opinions, but the vileſt Practices ; and 
made "Frealon, Murther, Oppreſſion, 
and other grois Enormiries, . to appear 
abroad under the Colours of Reli- 
FiONn, 

Such as theſe make their Markets 
of what is no way. vendible, even the 
Infirmities of their Brethren ; and 1mn- 
ſtead of pitying and aſſiſting their 
Weaknels, work upon it to their De- 
ſtruction ; when they ſhould be Eyes 
td the Blind, they lead them out of the 
way, and car ry them. into Boggs and 
Ditches : Which ſhould make the com- 
mon People raore aware ot thelo Crafts- 
men, and take heed how they truſt 
themſelves in ſuch hands. 

2/y. Another Branch of this Arti- 
fice, is to work upon the Wilkulneis 
of the People, and to make ute of 


their Kcadineſs, as well as Ignorance, 
H- 2 to 
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to confirm them in their Schiſm, If 
you obſerve it, there are many among 
the Vulgar, who though weak and 
12norant enough , God knows, are yet 
very wilful and obſtinate; they are 
too wiſe to learn, and too {tiff to ſtoop 
to the Wiidom of their Betters. ſuch 
as theſe the Difſenters work upon, 
knowing if they can but get them 
into their Se, they have them faſt 
cnough; their own Pride and Obſti- 
nancy. will hinder their return, and 
harden them againft all Conviction ; 
hence the Leaders of the Schiſm are 
buiſy to infuſe Prejudices into them 
againſt the Eſtabliſhed Worſhip and 
Diſcipline, and to inſti wrong Nott- 
ons of both, knowing it they 'are once 
entertair'd, they are- fixed there, and 
*'twill be hard to remove them ; and 
therefore they cndcavour to. heat thte 
Heads of {uch Perfons with a falie 
Zeal, andthat will harden thew Hearts, 
and fſeal up their Ears againſt In- 
feruction, If theſe Artiſts can but 
draw the Vulgay into an admiration 
of their Pertons or Parts, they then 
attain their ends, and can lead them 
where they pleaſe; their Errors then 
{hall paſs tor Oracles ; whatever drops 
| | from 
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from them muſt he as true as the 
Goſpel, and all their Dictates as un- 
controulable as thoſe of the infallible 
Char. 

Now the Miſci:et hereof 1s too 
open and viſible to, need any Diſco- 
very ; for Periinacie nullum dedit re- 
meaium Dens : Obſtinacy, is a Diſeaſe 
of the Mind, for which there is no 
Cure; for it rejetts the Uſe of all 
Food Means, and renders the Cafe of 
{uch as fall into it, deſperate and re- 
medileſs ; he that 1s obitinately ad- 
aicte] to an Error , wiltully ſhuts his 
Eyes againſt the Light, and fuch a 
one mult neceſſarily walk on in dark- 
neſs, till he fall into the deep Abyls 
of black and eternal Darkneſs ; which 
{ſhould teach all Men to beware of 
{uch Leaders, as thus darken the 
Minds, and harden the Hearts of their 
Followers, and by both lead them on 
to the Gulph of Deitruction. This will 
te the Fate of fuch as receive not the 
Truth in the Love cf it, but are led on 
to believe a Lie, and carried away with 
ſtrong Deiuſions. But there 15, 


zaly, Another Branch of this Arti- 
fice, and tha js, "Their working upon 
H 3 ONS 1 i 
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the Diſcontents of People to draw 
them into the Schiſm. There are 
too many in the Worid, of ſuch pee- 
viih and perverſe Tempers, that they 
take per upcn any flight occaſion, 
and, Ike Tinder, catch fire at every 
ſpark. One Man bas not the Honour 
he would have ; another hath miſſed 
ſuch a Place or Preſerment he expeCt- | 
ed ; a third hath received ſome injury 
or Aﬀeont from his Ne ishbour ; and 
all theſe are put out of Humour, and 
grown Diſconterted : One Man's Great- 
neſs is an Eye-fore to another ; ſome 
body or other hath anger'd ſuch a 
Cholerick Van, ana he muſt be re- 
veng'd.: But the Miſery ut they all 
ſeek their revenge .upon the Govern- 
ment ; it any thing hath diſguſted 
them in the publick Admimiſtration 


of Aﬀairs, they preſently make it an 
occation of Separation ; i whatever 


happens amis in the State, makes 


them quarrel and fall out "h the 

Church. 
Now theſe Waii Ti. h and Cholerick 

Perſons, of which the World affords 


but too many, are another ſort of 


Men which * our Diſſenters mainly 
work on, lending an. Far to their 
| Com- 
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Complaints, and improving their Dif- 
contents '1nto Separation, they flatter 
them 1n the Juſtice of what they 
complain of, ſaying, What pity ir 1s 
that ſuch good Men {ſhould not be 
employed in the Government ; and 
crying ſhame that fuch Worthy Per- 
ſons ſhould be negleQed ; and when 
by this means they have inclined and 
prepared them for the: Faction, they 
declare their readineſs to embrace them, 
and at their coming, with open arms 
receive them into 'it, Thus 1s their 
Religion owing to the I!! Nature of 
the one, and the Subtilty of the other, 
and the Profeſſhhon of it, in both, 
made uſe of to Countenance what it 
plainly forbids. 

Now how ſerviceable this Strata- 
gem 1s to encreale the Party, 15 eaſfie 
to obſerve ; for hereby great Numbers 
are drawn and invited into the Schilm ; 
and all ignorant, wiltul, and difcon- 
tented Perſons, run inte-the Faction, 
as into a Common Sewer; it any be- 
come a Malecontent, or DiſafteQed in 
the State, he {hall foon be encoura- 

ed to be fo in the Church, and his 
Religion ſhall receive a Tincture from 
the Bitterneſs of his Spleca ; If wy 
mO, H4 hath 
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hath Falffed in his Tythes, or been . 
Sued for them, he leaves his Mini- 
ſter, and away to the Separate Meet- 
inz, where he 1s entertained with the 
Picaitng Ditty, Why ſhould the . Parſon 
þave Cze tn Ten? And 1t he will not 

epend upon: the Gocd- wall ind Con- 
tribucions of rhe Hearers 5, TS pity he 
ſhould have any thing : it a Woman 
hath proved Unfat chinl or Undutiful 
to her Husband, and thereby occafion- 
ed any juſt Ofence in the e Family, a- 
way ſhe coes to the Conventicle, where 
ſhe is received as a Saint, and the blame 
laid upon the innocent Husband ar 
home. 

In a word ; If any for their Il Be- 
haviour in the Churth be juitly Ex- 
communicated, or turn'd out of it, 

they preſently berake themſelves to 
rae Conveaticle, where they who were 
"eicfied as great Sinners in the one, 
are received as great Saints 1n the 0- 
ther, Thus is the Conventicle the Sink 
of the Church, where the Refuſe and 
Oft- EOOrng. of the one, runs and cm- 

ptics 17 {elf into the other. « 
Now is not this a vi's and dan- 
gerous Stratagem, that leaves ſuch an 
outelet and encouragement to all man- 
11er 
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Rer of Vice? Muſt not this take away 
all the terror of Diſcipline and Church- 
Cenſures, to have ſuch an eafie wa 
to be rid. of the Fear and Trouble of 
both ? What Chect or Reitraint can be 
put upon Immorality and Vice, when 
there 1s ſuch an artificial Method of 
evading the Shame and Puniſhment of 
them ? 

This is a Matter well worthy of the 
 Confideration of Superiors, to ſtop this 
out-let of Impiety, and to ſhut the door 
that opens to ſo much Atheiſm and 
Confuſton, I am, 


dI1IR 


 Yoars, 
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LETTER Xll- . 


SIR, 


A Nother Artifice of Difſenters to 

uphold their Schiſm , is a Pre- 
tence to Chriſtian Liberty : And here- 
m they tread exactly in the very ſteps 
of the Papiſts, who call for: Liberty, 
though themicives will give none ; 
yea, they herein not only follow the 
ſteps, but a& the part, and promote 
the very Deſigns of the Papiſts; For 
did not the Rozzan Catholicks ftrug- 
gle hard for this Liberty, merely to 
bring about their own,ends? And 1s 
is not well known how the Diflen- 
icrs joined with them, in their En- 
.deavours of taking off the Penal Laws 
and Teſt, which would have under- 
mined the Reformation, and eſtabliſh- 
ed Popery ? ; 


But what 1s that Chriſtian Liberty 
theſe Men pretend to, and call fo 
loudly tor ? Why, *tis a Freedom from 
the Obferyation of all Laws about In- 

| = oo clitterent: 
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different things in the Worſhip of 
God ; or their not being tied up to 
any other Rules in thele things, but 
ſuch as they in their great Wiſdom 
ſhall think fit ; hence they perſuade 
the People, that to preſcribe any thing 
in the Worſhip of God, which he him- 
{elf hath not Commanded , 1s an inva- 
ſion of his Prerogative, and an infringe- 
ment of Chriſtian Liberty : But hath 
God any where preſcribed the particu- 
lar Times, Places, Habits, Geſtures, and 
: other Circumſtances of Divine Wor- 
{hip ? Hath he given any other than 
ſome general Rules for the more De- 
cent and Orderly performance hereof? 
No, *tis certain he hath not ; why, 
then the particular Determination of 
theſe Circumſtances, wherein this De- 
cency and Order conſiſts, muſt be left 
to that Power which Chriſt hath ſet up 
in Iis Church : For to leave every 
one to his own Liberty in theſe 
things, is a Principle of Confuſion, 
and muit bring all manner of Inde- 
cency and Dirforder into the Service 
of. God. | 
How then comes this to be called 
Chriſtian Liberty ? Hath Chriſt any 
Where Commanded or Allowed any 
{uch 
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fuch Liberty in his Chuch, or ex- 
empted Chriſtians from Obedience to 
Authority in ſuch Lawful and Indif- 
ferent things ? No; he hath given 
both his Precept and Example to the 
contrary ; for he was not only Obe- 
dient to the Roman Power in all Law- 
ful things, but paid all due Reverence 
and Obedience to the Auttzority of 
the Jewiſh Church ;. he ſtrictly obfer- 
ved the Rites and Ceremonies of the 
Jewiſh Service, as well thoſe of Hu- 
man as Divine Appointment ; he kept 
to the Geſture uſed in Fating the 
Paſſover, Matth. 26. 20. and punQual- 
ly Conformed to all the Ceremonies of 
the Sy nagogue-Worſhi P. 
| So that 'ris prevaricating with God, 
as well as deceiving the People, to tel] 
them, that Chriſt hath diſpenſed with 
all Laws made for the external Order 
and Decency of Publick Worſhip, and 
ven them a Liberty to bchave them- 
ſe'ves in it 2s they pleaſe. 
But does not the Apoſtle tell us, 
& a liberty mherewuh Chrizt bath made 
zz5 free ; willing us, to ſtars fait in it, 
and not to be ent angled apain in the 
noke of bond2e'? Gal. « © 7. --£05 7 but 
that was a Liberty from the numerous 
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and burthenſome Rites and Ceremo- 
nies of Moſes's Law; which for the 
number and ' uneaſjneſs of them, are 
by St. Peter juſtly ſtiled a Yoke, and 
ſuch. a one too, as neither they nor their 
forefathers were able to bear, AS 15. 10. 
tor their Temples daily fliow'd with 
the Blood of their Flocks and Herds ; 
their Altars fmoak'd with the moſt 
coltly Incenſe and Perfumes ; in a 
word, they were preſcribed to, ak 
moſt in all the Punctil:o's of Human 
Lite, and few or no things were left 
indiflerent to them. 

Now theſe things being for the moſt 
part "Typical, and only ſhadows of 
good things to come, Were all to be 
done away when the Subſtance came z 
accordingly at Chrilt's Coming all 
theſe Shadows vaniſhed like darkneſs 
at the approach of the Sun, and the 
cloudy 'I'ypes of the Law were 
diſpelled by the Brightneſs of his 
Coming. | 

Now a freedom from thoke cum- 
berlom Rites and Ceremonies of the 
Old Law, 1s the Liberty wherewith 
Chriſt hath made us tree ; and to return 
to the Obſervance of them, is to be en- 
tangled again in the yoke of Bondage. 

| | Bur 
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But what is this to Governors ap- 
plying the general 'Rules of Scripture 
about the Order and Decency of God's 
Worſhip to particular Laws about it ? 
Here the Ceremonies enjoined are not 
Typical, as the Jewiſh were ; nor is 
the obſerving of them a virtual de- 
nying that Chriſt 15 come in the Fleſh, 
as the continuance of the Jewiſh Rites 
would be ; but are Appointed only tor 
the more comely Wor{hipping of Goa 
manifeit in the fiſh, and the more 1o- 
lemn Praifing of God the Father, fot 
that ine{timable Bleſſing. 

'To oblerve {ſuch} wholeſome' Orders 
made for this end, 1s ſo far from in- 
fringing our Chriſtian Liberty, that it 
would be a great Infringement of it to 
do otherwiſe. For, 


. Firit ; This would infringe the Li- 
berty that Chriſt hath left with Go- 
vernours , of Ordering ſuch Indifferent 
things ; this is the main, if not the 
only Branch of their Eccleſiaſtical 
Power ; for the Subſtantials of Divine 
Worſhip are already Appointed - by 
Chriſt, and the Spirit of God hath 
left ſome. general Rules for the more 


orderly Performance of it ; but the 


par- 


| 
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particular Rules of Order and Decen- 
cy being no where Preſcribed, thete 
are left to the determination of our 
Governors, whom we are required 
to obey for the Lord's ſake; and to de- 
ny them this, is to diveſt them of all 
Power in Church-matters; yea, this 
will leave a leſs Liberty to Eccleſtaſti- | 
cal Governors under the Goſpel, than 
the Governors of the Jewiſh Church 
were inveſted with; who yet were 
bound up and determined in far more 
particulars than ours now are. 

Again; To take off our Ob&dience 
in theſe Indifferent things, 15 to in- 
fringe the Liberty of the People, who 
mult be thereby deprived of a better 
way of ſerving God, ' and likewiſe 
ſubje& them to the Puniſhment and 
Difpleaſure of the Magiſtrate, for Dif 
obeying him in things that are with- 
 1n his Power to Command. 

But wherein then lies our Chriſti- 
an Laherty, if Governors may Im- 
poſe what they think fit upon us? 

_ Why, the Governors Liberty con- 
ſiſts in this, That they are not tied 
up. to any particular Modes or - Cir- 
cumſtances of Divine Worſhip, but 
may eſtabliſh in Indifterent rhings, what 

they 
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they . judge moſt FP for Order 
and Comelinefs. 

'The Peoples Liberty lies 1n this, 
That tizy do nct look upon or ute 

the things contained in ſuch InjunCti- 
ons, as Eſſential Parts of Divine Wor- 
ſhip, or Matters neceſſary to Salva- 
tion, but merely for Dilcipline and 
Orders fake ; they retain ſtill the Li- 
berty of the. Tudgment about the Na- 
ture of the things, though the Uſe of 
them be for wm and publick Reaſons 
reftrain'd. | 

Whereas ſuch a Liberty as ſets Men 
free from all Laws and good Orders 
of this kind, is a wild and extrava- 
gant Fancy, and lets them looſe to all 
Diſorder ; this is to uſe our Liberty 
as a Cloak of Malictouſneſs, and to 
. make 1t a Pretence or Coverins for all 
. Licentiouſneſls. 
But what 1s the Deſign of this falſe 
| Pretence to Chriſtian Liberty : 2? Why, 
*tis to give the People Liberty to break 
the Laws at Pleature, and leave them 
to the Guidance. of their own Hu- 
mours . without Controul ; by this 
means they teach them to leave the 
Church, and :go to Conventicles to 
alert their Chrittian Liberty ; and to 
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encourage them therein, they perver 


for them two or three Tees of Scri- 


pture : as that of our Saviour, Call zo 
man Rf apon earth , Matth. 23. I0. 
which is a Caution againſt TEceiVINg, 
the corrupt, Doar) ines, and, Traditions 


of the Phariſees, 1s by themolnter-, 
preted for rej <Qing the Lawtul Com- 
mands of our Superiors. That of the 
Apoltle, Be zot ye the ſervants of men, 


1 Cor. 7:23: which forbids the. eg- 
ſaving the Conſcience to the Impe- 


rious DiRtates of Falſe Teachers ; is fo. 


expounded , as to take off all the Ob- 


ligation of g00d Orders. St. Peter's 


Lording it over God's heritave, 1 Pet, 
C3 they i interpret” of the 'I'yranny of 
the Biſhops, and thereby take off their 
Followers from all Subjetion to them. 
So rarely do they Expound, their Chri- 
ſtian Liberty, which chey make uſe of 
as a pretence to ſhake of rhe Yoke, and 
evade all Obecence to Government. A 
Yea, they enlarge this Liberty fo 


far 2s to think themſelves obliged | 


not to do what is Commanded, and 
likewiſe to do what 1s Forbidd len, by 
the Defence of it : So that if the Ma 

ſtrate ſhould forbid what he would hay - 
cone, and command what he would not, 


Sh theſe 


[ 


Oo 
theſe Men would be caught in their owrr 
Snare, and be oblig'd by their own Prin- 
ciples, to do as he would have them. | 

And yet they ſtile this humourſome 
and crols-grain'd fort of reooghy C a Pri- 
vilege purchaſed for them by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and a Depoſitum committed to 
the Care and Keeping of the Chriſti- 
an Church ; as if Chriſt had given 
them a 'Diſpenfation from Obſerving 
all good Order, and let them looſe to 
all Di:fobetience.: Whereas ſuch a Pri- 
vilege is ſo far from being worth the 
.purchaſing, that tis much better to be 
without 1t ;:for this would be an En- 
gine of perpetual Diſcord and Confu- 
fion'; the Miſchiet whereot both to 
Church 'and Kingdom 1s too -vilible to 
need laying open. 0 L 
. But did thefe Men who talk ſo much 
of Chriſtian Liberty, allow rhat Liber- 
ty "to others when they were in Power, 
which they now claim to themſelves ? 

” No; quite otherwiſe; none were 
ever more rigid Impoſers, ' and more 
notorious olovers of Chriſtian Li- 
berty than they ; *tis well known that 
they preſſed the Covenant upon Mens 
Conſcienceswith far greater rigor, than 
any ever did Conformity ; yea, thoſe 

re | very 
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very Men thatalledg'd Chriſtian Liber- 
ty againft Conforming to the Orders of 
the Church, CompelPd "others to take 
the Covenant with Pike and Piſtol, 
threatning Loſs of _ Life; -Goods, and 
Lands, on ſuch as refufed it, I ſuppoſe 
you have heard with how ſevere and in- 
tolerable Penalties they - Prohibited the 
Common-Prayer, and with what mer- 
cileſs rigor they were executed on thoſe 
that uſed it.” When fome.put in their - 
own Plea: of Chriſtian Liberty. for. a 
tttle Mitigation, they were anſwered, 
*T'was no Irapeachment--ot Chrittian # 
Liberty to .wear thoſe Golden Chains 
about their Necks : And when they had - 
laid the moſt intolerable Bands and Bur- 
thens upon. Mens Conſctences,. they -told 
them, that *rwas Prophanenels and Re- 
bellion to fay, Let ws break; their bangs 
aſunder, and cat away their 'cords from ts, 
We find one-of them commending the 
Parliament, for endeavouring, to' fence 
the Vineyard with a fetled M1114, to 
gather out the Malignants as Stones, and 
to make a Wine-prels 1n it for the ſqueeze 
ing of Delinquents, 

But what {hall we ſay of that barba- 
rous Infringement of Chriſtian Liberty, 
1n preſſing the Directory upon the Con- 
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ſciefce of their Sovereign King Charles 
; the Firſt, which they knew was againſt 
- it ; they denied him the uſe of. the Li- 
; . turgy, though he earneſtly deſired 1t ; 
yea, they would not allow him to. uſe 

M any other ſet Form of Prayer in his own 
Houſe, though he declared:it againſt his 
= Conſcience to join.ina way of Worſhip, 
where it was wholly uncertain what the 
Miniſter would ſay to God, hoping (as 

he told them) ' zhat they would ot offer 
Violence to' the Conſcience of their 'Sove- 

reign ;.yea, they denied him the Atten- 

* dance of hisown Chaplains, to direct and 

___ comfort himirt his Troubles ; 4 piece of 

Exuv Rigor axdiBurbirity (as himfelf ftiles it) 
NS. greater than'ts ever uſed by Chriſtians to the 

meaneſt Priſoners, or greateſt Malefattors. 

_ Sothat-this Pretence-to Chriſtian Liber- 

ty, is a Device made uſe of to ſerve their 

own,turn, and tobe deny'd toall others ; 
which plainly ſhews the Fallacy and 

Falſhood'of '1t. : Tam, © 
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SIR, 


| Nother Artifice of Diffenters: to 
keep up their Schiſm, is a pre- 
tence to better means of Edification ; 
this is a Device-occaſioned by the Tgno- 
rance of the People, and cheriſhed in 
them by the Subtilty of their Teachers. 
They cannot Edifie (they tell us) fo- 
well in the Church as in the Conventi- 
cle ; and they Profit more by the Ser- 
mons of the one, than they can by the 
other, ee 
This is a plauſible and popular Plea 
for Separation , and hath help'd much 
to increaſe the Party ; for it carries a 
fair ſhew of Zeal and Care for their 
Souls, to look out for the beſt means 
of Edificat:on ; none, they think, can 
blame them if they hear thoſe Sermons 
by which they Profit moſt, and follow 
thoſe Teachers that beſt promote their 
Eternal Welfare. | 
But let us examine what Truth there 

is in this Pretence; to this end we mulſy 
ES EGS ' enquire, 
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efiquire, What it 1s to Profit by Ser- 
mons? And who are the moſt Edifying 
Preachers? Becauſe there are great and 
dangerous Miſtakes in both. -—* 

To Edify then, or Profit by Sermons, 
is, Firſt, To have our Judgments well 

inform'd in the Knowledge of God , 
and the Myſteries of the Goſpel. And 
21y, To lead; our lives according to it; 
{o that they who molt truly and plainly 
 Expound the Holy Scriptures, and beſt 
apply.them to all the ends and purpoſes 
of a Holy Life, are indeed the moi: Edi- 
tying Teachers; and they whomoſtgrow 
in Grace, and the ſound Knowlege of 
God, and abound moſt in all the Acts 
of Virtue and a_Good Lite, are moſt 
Edified by the Praycrs and Diſcourſes 
tliey hear, and are the beſt Proficients 
in Chriſt's School. 

Now there is no Church in the Chri- 
ſtian World that affords berter means of 

Edification to all thele purpctes, than 
that whereof we are Members: For 
there the Word ot God is faithfully 
Preach'd and Expounded, by which we 
may be throughly Inſtructed in all Di» 
vine and Sacred Knowledge: There all 
the Articles of the Creed, containing 
all that 15 neceſſary to be Believ'd, are 

ny plainly 
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plainly and praQtically unfolded to : us, 
by which we may be built up in our 
moſt Holy Faith : There we have the 
Lord's Prayer, the moſt: perfect of all 
Prayers, togec:her w:th other excellent 
and well-order'd Prayers compoled b 
it, daily ſounding in our Ears, by kh 
we are directed in all our Addreſles unto 
GoJ, to offer up a Pious, Sober and 
Well-compos'd Devotion. ets 
There, again, we hear the Ten Com- 
mandmeants frequently Read and Ex- 
plain*d to us, in the full latitude both of 
the Precepts and. Prohibitions contain'd 
in them ; by which we may learn how 
to walk in the Whole covric of our lives, 
ſo as to Pleaſe God, 2::d Profit our ſelves, 
In aword; there is no Duty incum- 
 benton vs, either with relation to God, 
our Neighbour, or our ſelves, but what 
4s clearly opened, and by the moſt pro- 
per and preſſing Motives exhorted tg : 
And there is no Sin or Tranſgrefſion 
againſt either, but what we are by the. 
moſt convincing Arguments dehorted, 
from in the publick Afemblies of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church. _ | "i 
Whereas in the Separate Meetings of 
Sectaries, the Holy Scriptures are very 
badly Expounded, and too often very 


TL 


Gadly Perverted. The fore-mentioned 
enatier Modelsand Abridgments.of the 
Chriftian Religion, T mean, the Creed, . 
the Lord's Prayer, and Ten Command- 
ments, are ſeldomror never rehearſed in 
the Ears of the People; by which neglect 
theyare carried on 2: :d Leptin Ignora ance 
ofa great part of their Duty. 'T hie great 
Dures of Unity, Peace, and Order, in' 
the Church of Chr iſt, can never be 
fairly explained or inculcatcd in thoſe 
places, where their very Meetings are a 
argon adiftion to them. The heinous 

ature and guilt of Schiſm muſt not be 
Jaid open, ſince all their Conventicles 
are founded upon it. The tender poirit 
of Diviſions, ſo {ſharply rebuked by the 
Apoitie, mult not be touch'd upon 
there, where io many love or live by 
them; : 

And now let any impartial Man - 
Judge, where wearelike to find the beſt 
' means of Edification, either inthe pub- 
lick Afemblies of the Church, where 
the whole mind and will of God | is truly 
and faithfully er, or 1n the Sepa- 

rate Meetings of Sectar:ces, where the 
_ bare upholding of them, rempts. them 
to ſo much Falfiication, 


But 
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But where then lies the Fallacy or 
Miſtake in this Matter ? Why the Peo- 
ple are impoſed upon by falſe Notions 
of Edification. For, 

- Firit, Some take the fond Opinions 
and affefted Phraſes of a Party, for the 
belt means of-Edification : Thus it they 
hear any diſcourſing of Ele#ion and Re- 
probation, in which they commonly ca- 
nonize themſelves, and roprobate others ; 
if they faucily pry into and paſs their 


Judgment in thoſe ſecret things that be- 


long to God, and withal nufinterpret 
the reveaPd things that belong to them, 
they think themſelves mightily edified, 
though they know nothing aright in 
thoſe matters. Again ; 1f they hear them 


talking of Ro!l;2s «pon Jeſus Chriſt, and - 


Lying flat upon the Promiſes, with other 
ſuch Myſtical and Phraſe-Divinity, they 
prick up their Ears, and are wonder- 
fully pleas'd with the unintelligible Jar- 
gon. If they happen to go to the Church, 


, and hear the plain Sente of the Goſpel 


laid open, and the true Notions of Ju- 
| ſtification , Regeneration, Converſion, 
and Salvation explain'd to them, the 

think themſelves unedified, becauſe they 
are not amus'd with ſome fine Conceits 
about theſe things. The truth is, the leſs 
MES | they 
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_ they underſtand, the more they are edi- 
fied; which makes them go to the 
Church with prejudice, where they are 
entertain'd with found Doctrine, and 
the ſober Notions of Religion; and to 
delight only in the Myſtical and Vain 
Falk ofthe Conventicle, whereby the 
miſtake the true means of Edification. 
Again, 2, They miſtake the falſe 
Heats of Fancy, for the true Warmth 
of the Heart; and think they have pro- 
fited by a Sermon, merely becauſe they 
were pleas'd . This is a frequent and fa- 
tal Deluſion, for falſe Teachers com- 
monly work upon the Paſſions of their | 
Hearers, without: a right informing 
their |udgment, and ſo make them think 
chemſelves edificd, when they are alt 
the while merely deluded : To this end, 
a melting Tone, folemn Looks, vehe- 
ment Actions, are made uſe of ; and ha- 
ving by theſe Arts warm'd their Ima- 
g1nations, make them beheve they are 
tired witha true-Zeal, and fo ſtrangely 
edified, as if they feit {ome extraord:- 
nary Impuiles of the Holy Ghoſt ſtir- 
ring within them, when all the while 
 --- "  ?*tis no other than. the Motion of the 
| Animal Spirits, occaſioned by the Heats 
of Fancy, and arechiefly owing to their 
og Bodily 
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Bodily Temper. Now to cry up theſe 
for Edification, and going on to PerfeCti- 
on, is (as one hath obſerv'd) to betray 
the People into the power of every Im- 
poſtor, who hath the. knack to raiſe 
theſe Heats, and make them paſs for 

Reaſon and Convittion of Mind. Theſe 
 mortify no Sin, nor improve any - Vir- 
tue, and ſo make men neither wiſer nor 
better than they were before, but rather. 
more fickle and inconitznc, and apt to 
becarried about with every Windof Do- 
Qrine. Whereas true Edification helps 
men to grow in, Grace and Knowledge, 
and leaves more firm and laſting Im- 

preſſions of Virtue upon the Soul. = 

Moreover, this pretence -to better 
means of Edification, ſets the common 
| People a judging between better and 
beſt, of which by reaſon. of their Igno- 
rance and Inſtability they are incompe- 
tent Judges : Indeed there 15 ſo much 
of Humour and Fancy in mens Compa- 
riſons between Teachers, that lays them 
open to Great Miſtakes and Inconvent» 

ences about it ; 1t fills the beſt-meaning 
Perfons among them with endlels Scru- 
ples whom to chuſe, and where to go, 
and 1s a Principle of great Giddineſs and 
Initability, 
| ..Yeay 


% 
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Yea, the mulcheif of it is to great 
to: have any Licence or Countenance gi- 
ven to it inany well-conſtituted Church; 
for it breaks the Order, Peace, and good 
Government of it, and "naturally creates 
Diviſion and great DiſtraQtons; it ſets 
people a gadding after new Inventions 
and neceſſari:y br: ings on the Guilt of 
Schiſm. 

* So that. this pretence confutes it ſelf 
and provesa great hindrance tothe Edi- 
fication 1t pretends to. He that conſtant- 
Iy attends the Prayers and IFfruttions 
of his Parochial Guide, ſhall learn and 
profit more than he that hunts about for 
better means of Edification: A rolling 
Stone (we ſay) never gets Moſs : Ard 
he thar runs attey and heaps to himſelf 
Teachers, may have his itching Ears 
tickled, but ſeldom hath either his Heart 
renew'd or his Life reform'd by ſuch 
means. 

Again,' by keeping cloſe to a ſettled 
Paſtor, men may have all-the Parts and 
Duries of Religion one time or other 
explain'd and apphi:d to them; and this 
will tend more to true Edification, than 
the Oratory” of looſe and general Dif- 
courſes, which tor the mot part only 
enters into one Ear, and goes our at the 
other. | : Beſides 
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Beſides, this running after new Teach-: 
ers, is a great Diſcouragement to a Faith= 
ful Paſtor, to ſee himleif forſaken of his 
Flock; and find them following Wolves 
in Sheeps cloathing : This tends at once 
to hinder the Preparations of the Mini- 
ſter, and the Proficiency of the People, 
who might haye better, Sermons, and 
profit more by- them, if they would 
more frequently atiend them. | 
. Ina word, This wanton Humour of 
leaving their own-Minifter, to go where - 
they can profit beſt, hath been ſeverely 
condemn'd by the Party that, now che- 
TH it in their Followers : Mr. Edwards 
in his Gamgrema mentions It as one of the 
:abry Errors of the 'I'imes 1n which he 

iv'd: And both Presbyterians and Inde- 
pendents' have inveightd againſt it, as a 
Principle of great Looſeneſs and Van- 
Ly ; as may be made appear, it need be. 
I an, wy 


moſt part to very little purpole : They 
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LETTER XIV. 


91k, 


that I ſhall mention, 1s, Their 
ſetting up and encouraging little private 
Schools of Philoſophy, to prepare and 
qualifie Perſons for the holding of Con- 
venticles. $ 
The Deſign of this Stratagem 1s to 
keep up a Succeſſion of Fattious Teach- 
ers, and'to propagate the Schiſm to tu- 
ture Generations : There are ſome Sects 


indeed that take no Care about the Edu- 


cation or Commiſhon of their Holders- 
forth, but leave this Office entirely to 


the Natural Endowments and Volubi- 
 liry of Gitted Brethren : But there are 


others, and particularly the Presbyteri- 


* avs, Who being many of them bred up 
in the Univerſities themſelves, and 
thereby knowing ſomething of the Me- 
thod and Benefit of that Education, 
erect private Schools, wherein they do 


ſomething to the like, though for the 


are 
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are ſenſible of the Neceſſity and Uſeful- 
neſs of Human Learning; to qualifie for 
the Miniſtry ; and therefore fearing leſt 
their Conventicles might fall, through 
the groſs Ignorance of thoſe that muſt 
uphold them, ſomething muſt be taken 
care of this way, to fit them for this 
great Work; at leaſt, ſome {mattering 
of Learning muſt be had or pretended 
to, to give ſome Countenance to the 
Cauſe : And indzed, a little of it, with 
a great deal of Confidence, will go a 


great way to deceive the Vulgar. 


They know moreover, that the pre- 
ſent Heads of the Party are all mortal, 
and going off the Srage, and therefore 
leſt the Faction ſhould die with them, 
care mult be taken to raiſe up more, to 
preſerve the Succeſſion, and derive the 
Impoſture to future Ages. | 

Beſides, the breeding up of theſe 
Emiflaries, affords no ſmall Gain to the 
preſent Crafts-men, and the Leadersare 
like to ger more by their Learning, than 
the People to whom they are ſent, who 
are in danger to be mil-led by them, and 
merely beguild by their vain Philoſophy. 

Thus do they erect private Semina- 
ries againſt the moſt renowned Umiver- 


 fities, merely to qualifie them to keep up 


private 
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. private. Conventicies againſt the beſt 
eſtabliſh'd Church in the Chriſtian 
World. W hich is a very ſerviceable Stra- 
tagem to uphold the Party, and propa- 
gate the Schiſm. ey 

But for the better underſtanding of 
this Device, let us enquire mto the Via- 
ſters and Schalars of theſe ſeparate Aca- 
demies, together with the Learning 
profeſs'd and taught in them. And 

Firit, For the Heads and Maſters in . 
theſe Seminaries : They are bulie not 
only in ſowing Diviſions themſelves, but 
in planting of Tares, and watering of 
Weeds, that may {pring up when they 
are,gone, to infeſt. the Church, 2nd 
choak the good Seed of found Doctrine 
preach'd in it : A Noble Employment 
indeed | and worthy the Amballadors 
of Chriſt, to be Teachers of Schiſm, 
and Promoters of Faction; and not to be 
content. only to divide the Church, and 
rend the Body of Chriſt for their own 
time, but to breed up others to ſucceed 
them. 1m this great Work, and raiſe a 
new Race of Diſturbers, for the: Edifi- 
cation of Poſterity : They are unwilling 
the Church ſhould be_ever ſettled in 
Unity and Peace, and therefore are hard 
at work to propagate Diſlentions , to 

| | in{till 
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iaſtill their Sophiſtry into their Diſciples, 
and tolay a foundation for Diſcord of fu- 
cure times. | | 

"Bus. if any of theſe grand Teachers 
of Philoſophy in private Schools have 
been Graduates in the Univerſities, as 
we are told ſome of them are, * How 
ſhall we excuſe them fron Perjury, in 
violating the Oaths taken by them to 


_ the contrary? And it any of them have 


been Epiſcopally Ordain'd, according 
tothe Rites and Orders of the Church 
of Expland, as *tis well known ſome of 
them have been, What can they fay* for 
acting thus contrary to the Declarations 
and Subſcriptions required in it, and 
training up others in Nonconformity 
and oppoſition to it? I thiak it will not 
be a miſs for theſe Men to conſider, 
whether that tenderneſs of Conſcience, 
they ſo much pretend to, can confiſt 
with the Violation of thole Engage- 
ments; or Whether it be nor either the 
Weakneſs of their Heads, or the Falſe- 
neſs of their Hearts, that gives them ſo 
ealy a Dilpenſation from obierving or 
them. TT 

As for the Scholars thus train'd up bv 
them, they are plainly nurs'd up 1a a 
Schiſm, and not only taught to go rhem- 
; K * kelves, 
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elves, but lead others in the ways of 
Separation ; whereby they are bred up 
Enemies to the Government, both in- 
Church and State, miſ-led from the 
ways of truth and Peace, and' ſo un- 


happily dire&ed out of the way that 


they ſhould go. 
But what are the Arts and Methods 
of inſtruction made uſe of in theſe Se- 
minaries to this purpoſe ? Why, © 
Firſt; They are taught all the little 


Scruples and Cavils that have been raiſed 


againſt the Liturgy and Diſcipline of 
the Church, to beget in them the greater 
averſion from both. _ | 

Next, :They are furniſhed with Sedt- 
tious Books written againſt them, to 
heighten and increaſe this averſion. 
- "Thea they are taught not only to pre-: 
fer, but to learn the Art of Extempora- 


ry Efftuſtons in Prayer, the great Idol 


and Support of ali ſeparate Meetings ; 


to this end they are ſomerimes pyt upon 
the prattice, and crying rheir skill1in this. 
Excerciſe with Directions: ro afit their 


Tavention, - and help their Fluency. 


Afcer this they are taught to modulate 


the Tone of the Voice, ſometimes rat- 
' {ing it ro fuch a key or-degree of Vehe. 
mence, at: other times telling to ſuch. a 
fiipe . Cadence, 


+ 


_ 


———— ———— — — 
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Cadence, as may beſt take and work 
upon the fancies of the People. - 
Theſe and ſuch like Arts, apt to de- 


 ceive, arethegreatthings that aretaught 


in theſe Seminaries: Devices never heard 
of. or learrd in any well-eſtabliſhed 
Church, and utterly deſtructive of all 
Order and Sobriety in Religion; 

But what is it that moves the Diſſen- 
ters thus to draw from the T'wo Famous 
Univerſities of this-Land, and to ſet up 
and EOCOULRgs theſe private Nurſeries 
againſt them ? Why, 

Firſt ; They know that the Educati- 
on and good Literature of thoſe Places, 
breed up Youth in a.due Conformity to 
the Diſcipline and good Orders of the 
Church; and all that are admitted to 
them, are by Oaths and all manner of 
Obligation tied to a firm adherence and 
obſervance of them ; the wiſe Inſtru- 
Etions and Examples of thoſe Places 
train them up in the way that they 
ſhould go, which keeps them ever after 
from departing from it. So that they 
whoſe deſign it 1s to promote and propa- 
gate Diviſions, muſt keep as many as 
they can from thoſe places, where they 
are ſo well taught and arm'd againit 


them, ” 
K 2s - * Thoſe 


BELS 


Thoſe Famous Seminaries of Learn- 
ing and found Religion, have ever 
brought forth the ſtouteſt Champions to 
defend the '] ruth, and confute the Er- 
rors of all tzmes ; *tis no wonder if He- 
reticks and Schiſmaticks bear no good 
will to thoſe Places and Perſons. that ſo 
expoſe and truftrate their evil Deſigns. 

But the better to countenance theſe 
private Schools, the upholders of them 


nies upon our Renowned Seats of 
Learning and Education; though for 
their Order and Diſcipline, together 


ragcments of good Literature, they far 
excel al: the Univerſities in the World 


? 


Slander ſeek not only to leſſen, but to 
blacken them too by their foul and Un- 


the V ices and Looſeneſs of thoſe Places, 
and call thole Schools of. the Prophets 


Lewdne!s and Pebauchery ; which is 
done meeyly to beget. an i]l Opinion of 
them, and to exalt their little Nurleries 
of Schiſm and Sedition-above them. 


endeavour to faſten the blackeit Calum- 


with all other advantages and encou-. 


and are therefore reſorted to and admired 
Dy all Strangers; yet theſe Sons of 


juſt Aſperſons; they delight to talk of 


by no better , name, than Schools of ' 


_ "Thus 


Ca --» 
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Thus do they ſerve the Univerſities, 
as they do the Church, throwmng all the 
dirt they can upon them, the better to 
ſerve their own ends on both. Th 

Now the miſcheif of this Device 
may be eaſily guefs'd from its pernicious 
influence both in Church and State ; for 
if the Happineſs of a Nation depends 
upon the good Education and Wiſdom 
of its Members, and the hopes of future 
times are founded upon the well Train- 
ing up of thoſe that live to them; what 
unſpeakable evits muſt enſue from theſe 
private nurſer.es of Ignorance and Difor- 
der? Which is a matter well worthy 
the Care and Wiſdom of Superiors to 
prevent.” For - 

Ever ſince the Foundation of the 
Church hath been ſhaken, things in 
the State have-been out of courſe ; and 
*tis in vain to hope for Settlement in 
the Latter , whilit the Former remains 
looſe and unſettled : And therefore 
' Chriſt's Vineyard ſhould be fenc'd and 
ouarded, not only againit the Wild Boar 
of the Foreſt, that would lay it waſte, 
| butagaini(t all the little Foxes that would 
undermine it. 


To 


Fwy 
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'To Conclude all; May the Church 


of Exgland ever Continue in the Purity 
of its DoQarine, Worſhip, and Diſct- 
pline: May the Two Famous Univer- 
fities of this Kingdom till flouriſh, ro 
_ fupply it with Able, Faithful, and 
' Learned Paſtors: And may Both be fo 
Favoured with the Providence of God, 
_ and the Protection of Princes, that the 
Gates of Hell may never prevail againſt 
Either. Which are the hearty Wiſhes 
and Prayer of, | 


SIR; 


Tour Cordial Friend, 


A. B. 


Fl # 
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A POSTSOCRTIP-E 

$i, EI 
HERE is another ſerviceable De- 
vice of Diſſenters, that muſt not be 
omitted , and that is, Their ſettling and 
maintaining a ſecret Correſpondence be- 
tween their Brethren in all Parts of this and ' 
the Neighbouring Kingdom ; whefeby they 
communicate to each other the Deſigns of 
the Party, and join in ſecret Methods and 
Confederacies to promote them. By this 
they give and take*Meaſures in Eleding 
Members for Parliame nd preparing 
Addreſles and Petitions to "them ; hereby 
they learn and agree in the ſame Arts of 


- weakening the Church, and ſtrengthening the 


Conventicle, together with all other means 
of forming and advyancing their Deſigns. 
- And theſe are the 'more dangerous, be- 
cauſe tney are carried on in the dark, and 
like 11nviſible Darts,” wound without being 
ſeen ; as alſo becauſe they are coloured over 
with a ſeeming Zeal for Religion and Refor- 
mation of * Manners, and carried on with 
Prayer, and a great ſhew of Pi&fy and Devotion. 
Theſe things are'evident, not only by 
many former Intrigues managed and pro- 
moted this way, but more plainly by a late | 


Letter written to a Nonconformiſt. Teacher, 


Superſcribed thus, To Mr. Saunders, A4:ni- 
fter of: the Goſpel, in Oxford ;, which by a mi- 
ſtake fell-into the hands of another Perſon of 
rhe ſame Name; a trpe Copy whereof 1s as 
followeth ; - ns, News- 


' " _ x " 
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Newbury, June 7, ——=g8, 
Reverend Sir, | 
Had a Letter laſt Week, by the Direftion of 
_ the Committee of Miniſters and Gentlemen 
appointed at London, for ſettling a Correſpon- 
nce of the Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters and 
Congregations throughout this Kingdom, far the _ 
Advancement of the Intereſt of Religion, and 
Reformation of Manners, with the Articles there 
agreed upon in order thereunto, and a deſire to 
Communicate them ſpeedily to the Brethren in 
theſe Parts, that (if poſſible) a general Meet. 
sng might be had this Summer im London. | 
Purſuant whegggyt o, tis deſired that you would 
nat fail to come yl. ſelf, and bring with you one 
Prudent Perſon of your Congregation, choſen for 
that end (according to the Method reſold on at 
London) to meet. ſeveral of your Brethren, and 
the Members of their reſpeftive Congregations, 
here at Newhury on Wedneſday the 224 In- 
ſtant, to conſider of the ſaid Propoſals which ſhall 
be laid before you, and the proper Method to ob. 
tain ſo deſirable an end. | 
You are deſired to be here on Tueſday in the 
Evening, that we may enter vi our work on 
Wedneſday Aorning, reſolving (God willing) 
to ſpend ſome time in Prayer before we be- 
on Tam, -©'SIR,. : 


Ld 


| Your AﬀeQionate Brother, 
oO and Servant in the Lord, 


William T aylor, 
FINTIS, 


t 


